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[Music] for all the excitement they're celebrating not only the new millennium as we know it on the roman 
calendar but they're in egypt as you see uh the sphinx at giza the great pyramids the celebration will be for 
the seventh millennium in that culture it is a different calendar that they use and one where there is great 
observation great celebration getting underway we'll see more of that in the next half hour and for all the 
celebration marking the end of this century the movement into a new millennium there have also been a 
great number of worries that is because of the importance that we all today place on computers and the 
possibility of the y2k glitch that there has been so much attention focused on throughout the world there is 
also an international observance of what is happening with the y2k phenomenon throughout the world and 
centered in washington d.c cnn's jean randle is there watching events as they occur and gene perhaps this 
has all been a bit overplayed because we haven't really seen a problem show up anywhere in the world yet 
have we well joey indeed the word here is that while it's early in the rollover to the new millennium things 
appear to be going well around the world with no reports of any serious disruptions in critical infrastructures 
of the first 14 countries to report into this y2k center no incidents at all included were australia japan and 
china the best news at this point we asked the center's director bruce mcconnell single piece of information 
is that we're confirmed in our belief that the nuclear plants are not going to be a safety issue so so far there's 
not been any problem we didn't expect a problem but that was a area we wanted to be sure about and you're 
talking about russia here we're talking about russian and japanese and other nuclear plants in asia we 
haven't done all the nuclear plants in russia and the eastern europe yet and if you look at the center's 
website you see an awful lot of green from the 
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you see an awful lot of green from the reporting countries meaning no serious problems so people here are 
pleased but know they have much more watching to do not just this weekend but once next business week 
begins as well bottom line here around the world so far so good joey and frank gene when when you say that 
they're monitoring them what exactly are they monitoring in the various countries i believe more than 130 
involved all told uh that's right joey they're they're looking at critical infrastructures food water energy 
telecommunications transportation customs and immigration and the list goes on nine major areas and so far 
so good we'll keep watch gene randall for us there the international y2k center in washington frank there may 
be just a bit of uh we told you so on all of that you know the other day the deputy prime minister ilya klavanov 
in russia said there are 58 000 computer systems that they felt were vulnerable to some extent they felt they 


had upgraded all of them and that russia was going to be well prepared to march into the 21st century 
without disruption we're watching that now as the rollover takes place across some of the time zones in 
russia our coverage will continue [Music] cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is brought to you by 
morgan stanley dean witter we measure success one investor at a time [Music] from the company that has 
always valued the individual above all else comes the most individual way yet of achieving success [Music] 
presenting eye choice for morgan stanley dean witter a whole new level of personal service that lets you 
achieve your success your way 
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your way how do you measure success at morgan stanley dean winter we measure success one investor at 
a time tonight on the emmy award-winning larry king live larry welcomes the dalai lama and the reverend billy 
graham center that's tonight nine eastern on cnn some people think they'll never get caught they think it's not 
really a crime there's no way they could ever find out think again stealing cable tv is a crime and anyone who 
does it could be looking at a fine jail time and the hassle of a lifetime cable theft is a serious crime just ask 
yourself is it really worth it this holiday gem jewelry enters the new millennium with diamonds gold and 
precious gems all the newest styles in 14 carat 18 carat and handcrafted platinum diamond jewelry designed 
especially for you gem jewelry is celebrating the grand opening of our newest store in brookfield connecticut 
with the biggest sale in our history going on now in vernon west hartford enfield and now brookfield 
connecticut the moneyline newshour weeknight 6 30 eastern on cnn and a picture now of manger square in 
bethlehem the cradle of civilization in so many ways the point that has so shaped human events in human 
history and marked on the gregorian calendar brings us joey to the year 2000. but of course a place frank 
where there's a lot of balancing to do between the various faiths and the 
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between the various faiths and the various importance they put on this particular day whether it is a holiday 
or not within the course of their faith their spirituality and culture cnn's walter rogers is standing by for us in 
bethlehem and walt uh it's seeming a bit of a subdued affair there in bethlehem well actually i don't know 
what microphone you're listening to but it's pretty loud here joey we're less than half an hour away from 
midnight here the tick of the millennial clock which will push much of the middle east into the new millennium 
the bells will ring out in the church of the nativity in 25 or 26 minutes from now that's built over the grotto in 
which jesus uh it's the site of jesus traditional birth in bethlenem of course of uh we're not sure we'll hear the 
chimes in at midnight here because there's so much revelry around this is no silent night nor holy night in 
bethlehem now that was christmas eve a week ago this is new year's eve and as my colleague bill delaney 
down amongst the revelers reports it's pretty noisy here bill walter the palestinian crowds here have been 
gathering now for hours and at this point in venerable manger square you couldn't put another body in here 
it's jammed to the rooftops in what's become very much a celebration of palestinian identity if you look 
around you see many young faces here many teenagers they'll be growing up in the place they call palestine 
a place very different than the place their parents grew up in they're all very conscious of the new world here 
the israeli occupation ended here four years ago i bring it up because this evening has been laced with 
politics very much as much as revelry political speeches from palestinian president yasser arafat's father 
group just before the past hour or so five short films by palestinian filmmakers made for new year's eve laced 
throughout with images of refugee camps palestinian refugee camps in lebanon and when images of the 
israeli occupation of israeli soldiers 
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israeli occupation of israeli soldiers battling with palestinian youth came up here a roar went up from the 
crowd but as you say walter the mood is starting to shift now a music group just beginning to sit down they're 
going to start to make a lot of noise the mood becoming a bit more festive as we speak and a little bit less 
political there will be music there will be poetry readings and at midnight two thousand doves released into 
the midnight air walter thanks very much by way of footnote here in manger square in bethlehem this large 


crowd has been keeping in touch with the rest of the world with an electronic screen raced up against the 
church of the nativity that screen much of the evening showing cnn's live global coverage of the new 
millennium as it races across the planet's longitudinal lines westward i'm walter rogers cnn live in manger 
square in bethlehem frank we'll be going back there in about 20 minutes we do want to see if those 2 000 
doves that they plan to release at niger square do intend to fly they've had a little trouble with that they have 
but we think they're going to fly but we're going to take you now to uh giza egypt there the site of the great 
pyramid they're about 24 minutes away from midnight from the year 2000 which as you pointed out earlier 
joey marks their seventh millennium in egypt you're seeing sort of the warm-up act there it sounds like the 
celebration and looks like the celebration has already begun at giza cnn's jim ray is standing by for us there 
now jim i think jim's having a little trouble hearing us that's understandable the celebration at giza let's talk a 
little bit about what they're going to be seeing those who have come to celebrate they expect about 50 000 
people to gather at the giza plateau part of the celebration the tickets are something like 400 a pop but 
people apparently do want to be part of it after all the pyramids do have an important place not only in their 
relationship to egypt's culture but also to the sun you see things are dimming to darkness that's right and the 
egyptian government and officials they're very much hoping that this huge event that marks their civilization 
as well as the calendar will return some 
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as well as the calendar will return some of the luster to the egyptian tourist trade not to mention the pyramids 
themselves remarkable laser shows going to be projected up against those pyramids and a remarkable uh 
uh music and and extravaganza also being put on we think jim murray is back with us now and can hear us 
amid all the activity and the noise jim are you there yes frank can you hear me we can hear you just fine tell 
us what you're seeing and what we're counting down what we're counting down obviously is the millennium 
however this calendar as we've been hearing in prior reports is slightly different here in egypt they are in their 
seventh millennium the uh the minister of culture notes in the in the various uh signs around the city that the 
year here is 62-40 however they along with the rest of the world are ushering in the third millennium and the 
minister of uh the minister of tourism here is very proud to do so proud that the spotlight is on egypt proud 
that the spotlight is on this extravaganza that we've been hearing uh for the past hour by jean-michel jar the 
famed music musician and composer from france much of the world is focused here which is fine for the 
people in egypt because they are trying to sell themselves to the rest of the world as a tourist mecca this 
marks the uh the best year in tourism yet for egypt some nearly five million people from various countries will 
come here that is a record for this country the reason we've been seeing fireworks throughout the evening 
early i might add is because the biggest problem they've had here tonight is not security security here has 
been extremely tight because president mubarak is among the 50 000 or so spectators alongside the 
pyramids the biggest problem has been the weather frankly they've been using the pyramids as somewhat of 
a canvas they were hoping to use it to illustrate various light shows and slides and so forth but it has been 
somewhat foggy somewhat hazy here that has obscured the view of the pyramids that they hoped would 
allow for a spectacular sight so what they've been doing is punctuating the various musical notes in this 
concert called the 12 dreams of the sun with fireworks and it has been 
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with fireworks and it has been spectacular and we are on the opposite side of the pyramids on the side of the 
sphinx jim we're going to jim we're going to ask you to stand down jim we're going to ask you to stand down 
for a moment we want to bring our audience to london now there is an event underway that we want you to 
see live as it happens this is the queen her majesty and she is getting ready to like the beacon the national 
beacon of great britain looks like it's uh quite lit there this is a huge event for them one that has actually 
started several years ago and has gone all over the tower bridge they're off in the distance and this is going 
to be one heck of a celebration in britain you know the sun may have set on the british empire in the 20th 
century but going into the 21st century and our christian amanpour stands by uh to commemorate the event 
as well going into the 21st century the british jurors still can throw a great party christian certainly and in fact 
britain which considers itself the arbiter of universal time insists that the millennium does not start until it 


starts here now you're watching the london beacon which has already been illuminated by the queen she 
sort of flipped a laser switch if you like from a barge on the river and that has triggered the lighting of that 
beacon you can see the queen all smiles there after this beacon is lit and it's huge really very wide and very 
tall this beacon 3000 or so around england scotland wales will also be lit so this is really uh the beacon a 
theme if you like of the millennium celebrations here in england we've heard the prime minister tony blair 
over and over again talk about britain being the beacon for the world so this is a great example of that the 
queen after she has finished doing this will then get on her barge again and start to come here to the dome 
which is the centerpiece of britain's millennium celebrations there are some 10 000 invited guests here 
coming into the dome right now the celebrations will start around 11 o'clock once the queen officially opens 
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o'clock once the queen officially opens uh the dome here there are also other celebrations going on in 
london about a million or more people are gathered around the bridge because that is going to be a focal 
point uh rather around the river thames there because that's going to be a focal point of all the pyrotechnics 
tonight not only have we seen that lit beacon but there will be so called river of fire around midnight and there 
will be what is being built as the world's biggest fireworks display around midnight as well 40 tons of 
fireworks for 15 minutes will illuminate the london skies frank christian we're looking at the river thames and 
and know that you are just down the way a bit from where the location is of the beacon you know also about 
the dome activities this is really an advent of an event to uh to enforce the notion of cool britannia the big 
dome celebration it certainly is and you say cool britannia that has been a theme of this uh this 
administration the blair administration since it came in in 1997 and rule britannia is being commemorated 
here too in that greenwich where we are is the site of the greenwich meridian it's chosen as universal time 
standard about 1884 and that was because mainly most of the world's shipping came through here about 70 
percent of the world's shipping came through britain and that was one of the reasons that this country and 
this meridian line was chosen to set the standard for universal time so britain uh really considers itself the 
center of the world if you like for this particular time sensitive celebration joe we're joined now by the minister 
of culture for britain chris smith who's been intimately involved with the development of the millennium dome 
now chris smith the dome has elicited both intense anticipation and some ridicule people have had very 
mixed feelings about this but as you sit here and you see this incredible monument to the future there what 
are your thoughts right now well i'm delighted that we've got here 
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i'm delighted that we've got here because of course it was a race against time to get it built to get it ready 
we've done it on time we've done it on budget and it is looking terrific and you know there were always going 
to be people who were going to criticize and all the great projects of the world the great exhibition in 1851 
here in london when they built the eiffel tower in paris when they built the sydney opera house everyone 
carpet and criticized until the moment it opened then when it opened everyone said what a terrific idea and i 
think they're going to say the same well the test will be tonight really i mean invited guests coming tonight the 
official public opening will be tomorrow but you have been quite open there was a lot of doubt about even 
starting the dome even the prime minister himself even you yourself was skeptical why well we were it's 
been very expensive to do we've done it largely with the help of money that collected by our national lottery 
but committing that 450 million pounds that we needed to do to build it it was a big step for any government 
to take and so we wanted to make sure in our own minds we were doing the right thing i think we did do the 
right thing because what we've got now is something that's a real landmark and it's going to be an exciting 
day for people to come here but it's also going to be about the challenges of the future the great things that 
face us as a human race as we move into the new millennium well exactly touch upon that is this an 
educational forum is it an exposition is it entertainment what exactly is the difference it's a mixture of all those 
things because what it is is it's it's a place for people to enjoy for the family to come to have some rides to 
have fun to try out the computers to have a really good time here but at the same time it raises the questions 
the challenges about the environment about the future of science about the future of our world i think that 


combination of excitement and real interest is is absolutely the right thing to mark this millennium now as 
we're talking we're looking at a picture of the exterior of the dome and just before that we saw the invited 
guests coming in now there 
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the invited guests coming in now there are meant to be a total of something like 10 000 people there today 
but all the newspapers have been full over the last couple of days of the ticket fiasco whereby apparently at 
least half the tickets weren't mailed to the guests they were about uh all just over 10 of the tickets didn't 
reach their proper destination by yesterday evening but we've set up arrangements for people to collect the 
tickets before they go through the security procedures those are all running very smoothly i'm pleased to say 
that it doesn't look as if we've got any real problems on that front you talk about security do you have security 
concerns you know in the united states and in other parts of the world there's a great focus on the possibility 
of terrorism security violations well obviously we've taken every possible precaution to make sure particularly 
here at the dome but also through the rest of the country where there are celebrations public celebrations 
and something like 22 towns and cities across the country we've taken every precaution we've involved the 
police right from the word go and uh hopefully and we can never rule out possibilities 100 but hopefully 
everything looks as if it's going to be all right according to the government army troops were on standby 
some could be mobilized within 10 minutes all police leave has been cancelled apparently key members of 
the government met tonight at 7 pm just to check that everything was going all right and so far everything 
has gone all right so and as far as you know in terms of why 2k malfunctions anything turned up yet nothing's 
yet caused a problem we've we've done a very exhaustive exercise over the course of the last year or so in 
britain all the public utilities all the public services government departments the major industries have all 
scoured every computer every bit of software to make sure that we are bug free now again we can't rule out 
possibilities tomorrow or the day after but so far it looks as though things are going all right let's get back to 
the dome this is meant to be a public entertainment education center for the next year and then the 
government hopes to sell it 
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and then the government hopes to sell it is that correct yes to who for what purpose we've invited a range of 
consortiums with different companies from around the world to come forward with ideas about what this 
rather iconic building can be used for after the millennium year is over and we've got a range of really good 
innovative suggestions coming forward some suggesting sports use some suggesting high-tech innovation 
use some wanting to continue it as an exhibition center we're going to be putting those in front of the public 
within the next few days and making a final decision on the future use perhaps sometime in about four or five 
months time mr smith thank you very much indeed for joining us get back to the party inside the dome 
looking forward and we will be here to bring you all that what happens there inside the dome tonight lots of 
partying festivities inside aerial acrobatics indeed an erotic ballet we're told from the top of the dome inside 
and also everything that happens along the thames with the fireworks big bend chiming the river of fire there 
is a lot happening in great britain back to you frank and joey christian thanks very much we'll be back to you 
know what we're seeing joey there and what we've heard just now in those comments is really a theme 
we've seen very much around the world this notion of honoring the past but also very much anticipating the 
future a future of biotechnology great technological breakthrough the 21st century even political 
breakthrough uncertainty political and cultural balances as well coming up in our coverage here on cnn we're 
moving towards midnight in such places as the great pyramids at giza and in bethlehem as well two places of 
course reflecting great history also ahead we'll go to south africa we'll talk about the reflections of the past 
there the challenges leaderships have faced and what south africa sees in the future coming up right now 
looking at pictures of giza the pyramids the backdrop for a spectacular celebration underway at this hour 
coming up to midnight just about 11 minutes from now 
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cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is presented by lincoln american luxury [Music] [Applause] [Music] 
wood leather adrenaline the new lincoln Is motor trend car of the year in any business there can be only one 
priority at morgan stanley dean litter we have never forgotten ours not surprisingly we measure success a 
little differently [Music] well when i got hurt and this worked i thought i had supplemental insurance 
supplemental insurance what's that aflac well even best insurance doesn't give you cash to cover things like 
loss pay other expenses this does what does it i fly shouldn't ask about it at work really and what's it called 
fyi aflac without it no insurance is complete critics are calling anna and the king a spectacular epic one 
magnificent journey both romantic and thrilling it's one of the best films of the decade anna and the king rated 
pg-13 now playing you know how 
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rated pg-13 now playing you know how much grandma wanted to be here for your first christmas you see 
grandma lives way down here and you live way up here brian your cousin he's a little bit older than you he 
lives here in chicago and your aunt lisa lives here in baltimore uncle ernie way out in hawaii but don't you 
worry we'll always be together for christmas being together is the best part of the holidays and cheerios is 
happy to be part of the family he just ate dallas everyone knows what it's like to be congested but now 
there's a new kind of relief new afro no drip nasal spray ordinary sprays drip aphro no drip targets congestion 
and stays there for fast powerful relief new afrin note [Music] watching here pictures as millennium 2000 
coverage continues here on cnn we're in the west bank looking at these pictures a celebration underway 
marking this historic occasion and far from the west bank in the city in the town of colorado springs since 
1958 they've had a lot of practice watching and waiting that's where norad is located the north american 
aerospace defense command deep in cheyenne mountain they've been watching very vigilantly since the 
1958 to see if ever missiles are launched in anger now they're watching to make sure they're not launched 
by mistake tony clark is there with some remarkable access and has been watching along with the rest tony 
well frank in fact they've passed an important milestone with the new year coming to moscow the russian 
military bases their time off of moscow time so the fact that there was no in the words of the major general 
harry radicky no anomalies after the the rollover in the moscow time that was a very important point but he 
also pointed out that there have been three what they call events theater events which according to senior 
military analysts we are told 
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senior military analysts we are told they are scud missile launches that have taken place but these are being 
described here as non-reportable and that's because there were certain ground rules certain parameters that 
were drawn up in the agreement between the united states and russia for this joint operation where they both 
watched to see if missiles are launched launched to see if there is any threat and because they don't goa 
distance of 500 kilometers that's the the cutoff point that's where they don't report anything below 500 
kilometers those aren't reported in fact last night when we were in the battle cab inside norad which is back 
behind the the blast door and and down the uh the tunnel short bit there was one of those events which uh 
the guidance we were given is the fighting in chestnut and the scud missile launched there those show up on 
the radar they become heat signatures sensors satellites and radars are used to determine exactly what 
happened but because they were what they call theater events they are not deemed strategically important 
they are not reportable and so everything here we are being told is going very smoothly the rollover through 
the first 10 time zones or so have been very uneventful and the officials here at norway say that is a good 
sign for the rest of the dawning of this new century across the globe frank and tony the dawning of that new 
century uh might it might be worth noting marks a new period of time really because the fact that you're there 
and the russians are there show just how things have changed it really is it's unbelievable because you uh 
think back you know the cold war and this never would have happened all right tony clark we'll be back to 
you joey go all the way across the world now frank to look at the city of lights on this very light-filled 
celebration to paris now where the millennium celebration is underwear there's a little bit more than an hour 
left before midnight 
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than an hour left before midnight reaches paris but the preachers have already come to us and we're already 
seeing the scenes along the champs-elysees cnn's jim bitterman is standing by there now jim joey yes you're 
absolutely right a little more than an hour left but people have already begun celebrating here that despite 
the fact that a small problem has developed with a very large clock the gigantic 50 ton clock that hangs on 
the eiffel tower the digital clock that has been up until now successfully counting backwards toward the 
millennium 1000 days suddenly tonight just five hours before midnight that clock went black officials say they 
probably won't be able to fix it before midnight even though this is the clock that is supposed to keep all of 
france synchronized as they go three two one yahoo in any case the mayor's office says this was not a y2k 
problem has nothing to do with that perhaps the storms that passed through earlier earlier in the week are 
the cause joy all right jim vitterman for us in paris i wonder if they really say three two one yahoo we'll see 
we're going to be going to bethlehem we're going to be going to giza the pyramids we'll be back on a 
millennium 2000 special garrett gutley takes a look at the possibilities for the future with guests faith popcorn 
and watts whacker only on cnn do you need a home for your home computer don't miss special savings now 
at hayden's work at home computer furniture store discover hayton's extraordinary selection of beautiful all 
wood fully assembled computer furniture desks workstations armoires and roll tops in cherry oak maple and 
country colors all at hayden's exceptional prices save as you enhance your computer your home and your 
life at hayden's work at home computer furniture store hayden so easy to get to in enfield is your child getting 
c's and d's when you know he or she is capable of a's and b's i wasn't getting good marks in reading it was 
painful for me as a parent to see jessica struggling with reading flying skiing was a fun way to learn how 
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flying skiing was a fun way to learn how to read at first i thought it was too good to be true but there's a 
money-back guarantee here's the phonics game promise one full letter grade improvement on your child's 
next report card or your money back using the phonics game i saw an improvement in two weeks her 
teacher came up to me at school and told me that she had seen a great improvement reading is fun and 
easy for her now she's proud to show me her report card i really like school now i'm good getting good 
grades the phonics game is worth every penny the phonics game is fast it's fun and it works call consult with 
the phonics game representatives soon your child will be playing his way to better grades in reading see 
results on the next report card or your money back must be 18 or older to call hi i'm super off at discount pet 
supply in the skitical plaza anfield come on down for super low prices on all your pet supplies hola are you 
really super ralph season's greetings amigos from all of us at discount pet supply [Music] so come on down 
to discount pet supply where you'll find super low prices every day look who's super now celebrating the new 
millennium this is cnn just a couple minutes to midnight beneath israel and egypt two lands graciously 
tolerating millennium madness in other cultures the hebrew faith long ago marked why 5k egyptians could 
brand their new year celebrations with why 7k the millennium countdown is uh on in the middle east as well 
as in eastern europe and parts of africa [Music] pilgrims from all over the world are gathering in jerusalem 
and bethlehem egypt will use the millennium celebrations to show off its pyramids its old pyramids and a new 
light and new 
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its old pyramids and a new light and new freedom will be on display as south africa looks with hope away 
from a century of apartheid and toward a century of equality all of that's coming up as our coverage of 
millennium 2000 continues right now and here you see in your split screen bethlehem giza egypt the site of 
the great pyramids and south africa all of which are preparing to usher in the new year you see the 
excitement at giza now this huge celebration a spectacular showing of lights and uh fireworks pyrotechnics 
there we'll see more in a moment let us watch this you know part of this show two thousand school children 
will be will be entering this site each with a candle each to mark a year and there it is [Applause] so a little bit 
of the show is obscured there at giza because of the tremendous amount of pyrotechnics they've been using 
for several hours now they haven't had a little problem in giza with the weather but you can see parked right 


in the center of your screen the sphinx the uh standing figure of the ages against these modern lights in this 
modern show and let me tell you what the egyptians had to say when they issued invitations to this event if 
you were lucky enough to receive one in the mail and said caesar stood here so did napoleon it's the sole 
surviving member of the seven wonders of the world and now you and your friends can greet the year 2000 
as the sun rises up out of the african desert and seven millennia of egyptian history down to another picture 
where another scene where history has been so much a part of the community that would be bethlehem in 
the lower part of the 
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bethlehem in the lower part of the screen there you see the celebration it started out subdued and actually 
fairly political in bethlehem earlier in the evening but has now launched into full celebration and excitement 
marking this historic occasion it will culminate with the release of two thousand doves one for each year in 
great hopes for peace and in fact the middle east is at a very dramatic moment on the threshold of peace are 
the hopes of those who live and work in this region as the israelis and the syrians will mark the new year 
january 3rd as a matter of fact by gathering in in in washington just outside of washington actually to start 
some very dramatic peace talks as you see the celebration underway in bethlehem we're looking for those 
doves they've been a bit of a controversy in the setup for this celebration there was some concern among 
animal rights activists with the safety of the doves being able to fly through the lights but there was also 
apparently a problem with the doves themselves they showed resistance to flying during a practice run of this 
particular event we will watch and see whether they actually do take off into the lights at this hour joey and 
manger square as well the celebrations are going to include a special a performance for ramadan uh short 
palestinian films and 100 strong children's choir which will sing an ode to religious tolerance that is a 
message the world very much wants to hear it certainly is a balancing act frank for bethlehem to engage all 
the different faith and culture that comes together in this particular community of course we know that this is 
the end of ramadan and so for the muslim faith and important holiday of course this is also the jewish 
sabbath and so there had been a great deal of concern about the level of celebration and it is midnight in 
bethlehem as you see and the year 2000 has arrived on the gregorian calendar and walt rogers is right there 
walter [Applause] [Music] [Applause] walter rogers is right there and it is loud and he may be having some 
trouble hearing us so let's try that again 
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hearing us so let's try that again walter rogers if you're there tell us what you're seeing and what some of 
these celebrations commemorate i think that walt rogers is having a little trouble hearing us he did mention 
earlier that the crowd had packed in fact bill delaney who's on the ground at major manger square had said 
that oh walt rogers is there well you can hear us we can hear you go ahead wall frank it was been an 
amazing night here the fireworks are still resounding through the air in bethlehem's mangers square but at 
the very same time in just a few moments ago the palestinians released 2 000 doves white pigeons symbols 
of peace into the air at the same time they were setting off fireworks and it was as if it was opening day of 
dove season in georgia the poorer pigeons flying around totally disoriented pigeons being a diurnal bird and 
not used to flying under nocturnal conditions certainly not used to flying with fireworks being shot all around 
them still perhaps these doves were sent out as a as symbols of peace the doves pre-figure perhaps a new 
middle east the outlook is much brighter in this part of the world now because syria and israel as you pointed 
out are recommencing peace talks in the united states next week the general view now of course is that the 
prospects for peace between israel and syria have never been brighter and this may be the last best chance 
bill delaney is down on the square here in major square in bethlehem bill what's it like in the crowd 
[Applause] 
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i don't know if you can hear me there maybe i think we just kicked in there this is bill delaney in venerable 
manger square it's never quite seen a night like this as we move into the year 2000 the strains of 
beethoven's ninth mingling with this cataclysm of firecrackers that has been blasting over our heads 
otherwise very much a subdued crowd they're looking up at the firecrackers this has been a long night of a 
lot of speeches a lot of politics intermingled with the uh the celeb celebrations here tonight and as we look 
out across the crowd you know one thing you think is this is such a very old place and at the same time such 
a young idea is being born here you would be hard-pressed to find a palestinian here who doesn't share 
palestinian president yasser arafat's dream of the palestinian state arafat says he will announce next year as 
i said this night of celebration also laced throughout with politics now turning much more to festivity than what 
we've seen all night go back up to you walter rogers and the municipality just above my head walter thanks 
bill you can hear the strains of beethoven's ode to joy the night symphony floating through bethlehem's 
manger square intermingled with the fireworks perhaps that's a bit of tchaikovsky's 1812 overture the 
fireworks have been blasting for over five minutes now [Music] the fireworks have been blasting over five 
minutes now over the church of the nativity in bethlehem's manger square perhaps a little risky that for 
church has had roof fires before but uh perhaps tonight we'll be blessed with good fortune it is certainly a 
joyous event here in bethlehem the cradle of the millennium the birthplace of the millennium the fireworks 
being ignited over the church of the nativity a a fourth century church built in the reign of the emperor 
constantine over the traditional site of jesus 
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over the traditional site of jesus birthplace frank walter and joey you know after all the concern that's been 
expressed about security about y2k you're struck when you see this that this really is an ode to joy it really is 
a moment to celebrate and to ponder what the future may hold as walter pointed out prospects for peace 
clearly the hopes of those who are gathered there very much hinge on a better tomorrow yes and if you think 
about the words the ode to joy let each man in every nation live in peace and brotherhood and i think they 
are attempting that tonight and dove's not withstanding let's go now as you see in the upper part of your 
screen to giza the great pyramids there and you see the celebration this is a let's see dusk to dawn 
celebration at the pyramids with the music of the french composer jean michael jar and jean-michel who had 
developed this all-night program of music song involving hundreds of children thousands of children twelve 
dreams of the sun called this with each act culminating at at a point of midnight at a point of uh the new year 
being ushered in somewhere in the world and of course the pyramids are associated in their construction 
with the sun the important uh god to the egyptians the sun god ra also an important inspiration for jean- 
michel jar as he developed this particular composition for this event a dramatic one that is said to draw some 
50 000 people to the giza plateau and joey there had been talk very very serious talk of a helicopter coming 
in and placing a golden cap on the great pyramid just as midnight approached now that was scrapped 
because these are precious relics uh wonders of the world and there was great concern that that could 
cause damage to the structure and as you've looked we have seen the sphinx a couple times in the course 
of the coverage over the last hour the sphinx of course is a beautiful creation of antiquity yet you do see the 
damage over time there was some question about that there's also been a great deal of concern for egypt for 
security after all egypt is still recovering from the massacre at luxor from a few years back 
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years back where so many tourists 50 some odd tourists were killed and they have been trying to regenerate 
interest international travel and tourism interest in their country it does appear that this event has drawn a 
great deal of interest in fact i read somewhere that this is one of the three main events in the world that 
international travelers wanted to go to for the millennium well you can certainly see why and uh the light 
show that uh is promised up against the pyramids is something that we have yet to uh yet to see here uh but 
but clearly the uh the significance of these structures the ancient civilization that emanated from egypt itself 
the fact that egypt is celebrating its seventh millennium as the as the world marking on the gregorian 
calendar celebrates uh the year 2000 it makes this a a key a key location we're going to keep watch on giza 
in the upper part of your screen there to see if we see the pyrotechnics at the pyramids we understand that 


weather has been a problem for them at giza throughout this evening but at bethlehem it's clearly not uh 
difficulty at all they are in full force celebrating with the pyrotechnics there you know in bethlehem joey the 
organizers they are setting up this huge guest book for visitors to sign to mark the 2000th anniversary of of 
what christians of course perceive and say and believe is the the birth of jesus christ they're actually hoping 
to get this into the guinness book of world records when all is said and done uh for the big modern concepts 
that's right for the biggest guest book commemorating the millennium you see the lighting there merry 
christmas and also an arabic message as well they're trying to balance the many interests the different 
cultural and religious concerns of the region in this particular celebration and that is a challenge and it cannot 
be overstated really just what this part of the world has been through in recent history and in ancient history 
the struggle the strife the war and the suffering and where it stands is not only on what is rather an arbitrary 
declaration of our calendar but also in terms of human history and the prospects for peace in the region 
walter rogers talked about it earlier 
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earlier we've talked about it earlier we'll be talking about it more next week as these peace talks resume 
critically important and so many people's hopes pinned on we also know that this is a day in which this 
region is particularly on alert because of its concerns about terrorism because of the concern about 
fundamentalist attacks from any different quarter that might have an interest in doing that we know that there 
has been concern about fanatics a number of arrests made in israel in recent weeks of those who claim that 
they were coming to the region for the for events marking the end time there are people who believe that 
armageddon is coming and that this is the time and this is the location where they would be witnessing that 
but these are not folks who are concerned about anything negative at this point you see the great delight of 
the tourist visitors to bethlehem at this hour we should remember not everybody's calendar at least culturally 
and religiously is tuned into the year 2000 and where the gregorian calendar sits uh for the jewish calendar 
it's another 240 years uh this is uh before another millennium strikes it's uh 5760 on the jewish calendar 
muslim calendar uh it's the year 1420. and there are of course different uh new year celebrated marked by 
each of those cultures that being said the year 2000 is a universally uh acknowledged year and calendar in 
uh around the world as people do their business and conduct their affairs we want to move over now to 
another part of the world to pretoria in south africa the celebration underway there you see uh some of the 
commemoration underway on south african tv i'm not sure what this this uh i think that they are marketing 
raising a toast raising the toast and they're marking a live production there in pretoria we know also in south 
africa there's been a big celebration by cape town at robin island which of course has great significance to uh 
the south 
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has great significance to uh the south african leadership to mr mandela of course otavo and becky as well 
both who were held as political prisoners at robin island for many many years themselves there's this really 
is an event which marks south africa's emergence trying to emerge into an african millennium as mr mbeki 
has said and a great deal of concern about south africa's future these are pictures looking at the celebration 
earlier in south africa i'm not sure where the picture up the 81 year old nelson mandela as you pointed out uh 
on robben island along with the president mbeki for uh the celebrations there as you pointed out joey it's 
where they were held as political prisoners robben island really represents both the oppression and the hope 
and the perseverance that has so shaped uh south africa and really now is positioned to so influence the 
continent and so much of the future as well of course with these leaders of south africa coming forward 
uniting in this particular event you see mr mandela earlier in the evening marking his time marking the 
commemoration of this event in the robin island prison candle of memory of recollection of the many hard 
years he spent within this prison many years locked away by himself many years doing very hard labor in the 
limestone quarry at robben island and a remarkable man nelson mandela who through it all uh maintained in 
his heart a certain forgiveness and perseverance as i mentioned and he came out of that experience not 
embittered but preaching reconciliation hope and progress for his country and i noticed he carried that candle 
you know it just seems to signify so much of the hopes that he brings to the future of south africa also looking 


uh elsewhere in in africa to egypt again back to giza and back to the light show the spectacular light show 
and some of the fireworks and pyrotechnics that we've been promised this is the great 12-hour show dusk to 
dawn 
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dawn at the pyramids in gaza we're going to try to see if we can locate jim moray in amongst that crowd we 
know it's quite loud there and the celebration has been going on jim can you hear us joey frank yes i can 
frank mentioned earlier the notion of honoring the past and anticipating the future and that's really what's 
been going on here in giza with this celebration as frank mentioned on the muslim calendar this is the year 
1420 and this nation is predominantly muslim and this nation is also in its seventh millennium however in a in 
a spirit of being part of the global village and also in the spirit of focusing the spotlight on giza and on egypt 
as a tourist attraction this country wanted very much to be part of this worldwide celebration and to that end 
they had commissioned jean-michel jarre to create the 12 dreams of the sun a spectacular concert which 
began about 10 30 local time and will continue to 1 30 local time and then pick up again just before sunrise 
to attract some 50 000 people including president mubarak of egypt and also attract worldwide attention and 
frank you mentioned tourism and joey you did as well this is a record year for tourism in egypt they're very 
proud of that in the last six years it has gone up from two million international visitors a year to this year 
nearly five million and uh the minister of tourism is hopeful that the attention focused from this celebration 
and this spectacular showing of fireworks and pyrotechnics and music and all of the positive attention will 
bring still more people here the reason why you have not seen much of the pyramids themselves their view 
has been obscured not only by the pyrotechnics and the and the smoke that results from them but because 
there's been a haze over this entire area obscuring anything farther than two three hundred feet that has 
been very frustrating for the organizers of this concert because as we saw over the past two nights in the 
dress rehearsals there were a series of uh of effects 
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there were a series of uh of effects that were using the pyramids the three pyramids on the giza plateau as a 
canvas literally a canvas to show various figures and and light spectaculars on those pyramids and 
unfortunately the view of that has been largely obscured therefore they have stepped up the use of 
pyrotechnics to punctuate the various acts of these 12 dreams of the sun throughout the night and from our 
vantage point we've been hearing the crowd has erupted with joy and they apparently have have enjoyed 
everything thus far and this celebration you're seeing some of the pyramids there the uh some of the 
celebrants will be here throughout the night until the dawn and uh this of course is yes frank jim if i can jump 
in you mentioned the crowd there i don't know how much of that crowd maybe you can help us with this how 
much of that crowd is from outside of egypt it's still ramadan there president mubarak has asked that that be 
that that being respected and there were some who were saying that this show was largely being put on for 
the world and not for the uh for the uh indigenous population how much of the how much of that is how much 
of those folks are are egyptians uh well there are all of the government officials here uh of course and and 
the ticket prices are very reasonable 50 uh egyptian pounds which is the equivalent of about 14 and a half 
u.s dollars for for a ticket or uh 400 egyptian pounds if you wanted a seat higher up including dinner uh we're 
expecting that at least a good percentage frankly of the people here are from egypt however there's a great 
deal of international interest as well however the uh the minister of tourism noted to me yesterday that 
because of the various warnings of terrorism the number has been reduced from what they had expected to 
come from abroad frank jim murray we will be back to you that is quite a show there by the pyramids isn't 
that just amazing 12 dreams of the sun is the way they have built this particular event and that refers to the 
passing of the 
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and that refers to the passing of the sun and it does continue to move on the new millennium moves on into 
western europe yes we're about 40 minutes away from much of western europe and of course we mustn't 
forget times square in new york oh yes in anticipation that's right it looks like they're getting ready in times 
square in fact they've been celebrating all day long as you would expect new yorkers to do they are doing 
that as they do and we'll be back to join them and others as our coverage continues cnn's global coverage of 
millennium 2000 is presented by lincoln american luxury [Music] [Applause] [Music] wood leather adrenaline 
the new lincoln Is motor trend car of the year you go to great effort to keep your body in shape but where do 
you go to give your mind a workout go to the world today and get the best of cnn in one power packed hour 
daily news money news an in-depth look at the most important issues today watch the world today and 
exercise the most important muscle of all your brain cnn you are what you know the amazing world of ripley's 
stories you can't imagine people you won't believe with host dean kane ripley's believe it or not beginning 
january 12th at 805 eastern exclusively on the superstation tonight on the emmy award-winning larry king 
live we'll have a millennium's 
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king live we'll have a millennium's worth of guests throughout december tonight larry's special guests are his 
holiness the dalai lama and the reverend billy graham it's a millennial month of guests tonight nine eastern 
and all month only on cnn on a millennium 2000 special join us as we explore the four corners of the world 
with guests jean-michel cousteau and steve fawcett the future of exploration on the network of the 
millennium [Music] cnn [Music] take a look here it's times square in new york getting ready for the big 
celebration there this is a brand new crystal ball that they plan to drop at the mark of midnight the stroke of 
midnight and this is a huge thing 504 triangles of crystal each inscribed with a circle and a seven-point star 
this whole thing is six feet in diameter weighs over a thousand pounds it's not one you have hanging in your 
hallway no it is not and it's not a safe one uh necessarily to be messing around with either siemens gary 
tuckman is somewhere under the ball on the scene in times square watching over it all for us now gary that's 
right joey and frank and i hope i'm not directly under that ball because if it fell on your head at a thousand 
seventy pounds it would hurt an awful lot this is the symbolic ball of times square when it comes to the 
bottom it'll start it's plunged at 11 59 eastern time for one minute when it comes to the bottom it's the year 
2000 in the eastern time zone and every year someone gets the honor to push the button to start the fall of 
the ball and that woman who has the honor this year are standing right next to me this is dr mary ann 
hopkins she's a trauma surgeon in new york city but she's also a surgeon for the organization doctors without 
borders which won the nobel peace prize this year and that's why this lady was chosen congratulations how 
do you feel about pushing the button tonight at 11 59. oh i'm very very 


00:56:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=9zINIUujdG4&t=3360s 





tonight at 11 59. oh i'm very very excited i absolutely can't wait and just the spirit of global unity that we've 
had here today i think just has really emphasized and doctors without borders work now tell me why you 
joined doctors without borders in the first place and what countries did you serve i've served in sri lanka and 
in burundi which in fact just celebrated the dawn of the millennium they just had their new years at five 
o'clock eastern time and i've always been interested in international healthcare and when i was a resident at 
cornell here in new york city that's when i first joined up with them it's been a long-standing interest of mine 
it's just wonderful work what doctors without borders does is send people to some of the most dangerous 
and inhospitable countries in the world were you scared at times while you're in these nations in these war- 
torn nations yeah absolutely in fact the first day i was in sri lanka bomb went off in the town on the road that i 
go to uh to work on every day so it can be very frightening uh yeah but you you get over that you realize that 
the work that you're doing there is so important and that without you these people really would have no other 
surgeon there to take care of them so that's just such a reward that you get over your fear there's a lot of 
people very proud of you oh i hope so thank you very much nervous about pushing the button no i'm not that 
nervous yet more nervous than surgery uh no okay that's good to hear dr hopkins thanks for joining us we 
appreciate your help this woman standing next to me is a fine example of what public service is all about as 
we enter the 21st century frank and joey back to you gary interesting point i'd like to bring up and that is 


mayor rudy giuliani who going into this event this evening was almost defiant in saying new york will 
celebrate as it always has regardless of the concerns about terrorism and other untoward events in other 
cities such as seattle frank i have to tell you right now here in times square this square is as crowded right 
now as it usually is at midnight in previous years they've been celebrating the new years in every time zone 
in the world they started before dawn people were here before dawn right now the square is entirely filled up 
darkness just fell here 45 minutes 
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up darkness just fell here 45 minutes ago there certainly was some anxiety but mayor giuliani said this is 
going to go on it appears very few of any people were scared off the weather is relatively warm for new 
year's eve it is very crowded we expect it to get even more crowded as we get closer to midnight they still 
have more streets to put people on but you can i can tell you right now there are people a mile away from me 
a mile in this direction in front of me away from the ball i can't see a thing but they're standing in the street to 
be part of this very important celebration gary can you quickly give us some some ideas about what they 
have done to try to protect the large crowds that are there and to protect the people in the crowd from each 
other good question joey all day long from dawn until now you may be able to hear it right now the whirring of 
helicopters above me there are five helicopters flying around they have completely shut down certain streets 
there's a 24 block radius now which is a little more than a mile where no one is allowed to drive pedestrians 
only they have soldered sewer caps they have closed mailboxes they have taken away the regular garbage 
cans with paper garbage cans because they feel paper garbage can is less likely for someone to put 
something bad inside so there's a lot of security here more than 8 000 police officers are in times square 
including 300 undercover officers so there's a lot of security but so far everything has been safe you hear a 
horn going off people are having a lot of fun that's what they like to do in times square comes new year's eve 
especially this new year's eve gary tuchman thanks very much and joey you know the organizers in new york 
know no bounds to their enthusiasm and to their numbers and their estimates they think they're going to be 
over a million million and a half people there they think there may be two billion television sets worldwide at 
some point i'll be watching well nielsen's would be happy wouldn't it we'll take a break and before we go we 
want you to show you a picture from athens greece by the way if you're wondering where the tradition of the 
new year's baby comes from it is in fact from greece a tradition started long ago there watch the celebration 
in athens as we go out here 
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in any business there can be only one priority at morgan stanley dean witter we have never forgotten ours 
not surprisingly we measure success a little differently [Music] well when i got hurt and missed work i thought 
i had supplemental insurance supplement of insurance what's that aflac well even best insurance doesn't 
give you cash to cover things like loss pay other expenses this does what it does i fly you shouldn't ask about 
it at work really and what's it called fyi without it no insurance is complete long ago when dinosaurs walked 
the earth there lived a young long neck called little foot separated from his family his only hope for survival 
lay in a faraway place called the great valley it would take courage bravery and the help of some new friends 
to make the difficult journey the journey through the land before time cartoon network's cartoon theater 
presents the land before time saturday at 7 on cartoon network on a millennium 2000 special dr steve 
salvatore discusses the possibilities of a cure for everything and looks at the challenges of disease 
prevention worldwide on the network of the millennium cnn monday on cnn's larry king live what a way to 
kick off the year 2000 monday in her first live prime time interview monica lewinsky will be larry's special 
guest that's monday nine eastern on cnn 
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that's monday nine eastern on cnn [Music] on pictures from the river thames in london the queen her majesty 
with queen elizabeth is on her way to the celebration at the millennium dome the specially constructed facility 
for the event marking millennium 2000 the queen as she crosses on the river thames the prime meridian is 


said to officially begin the celebration and of course the folks in britain believe that the millennium doesn't 
really start until the millennium starts at the prime meridian that's their argument for it so this may be the 
beginning at least as how they view it in london greenwich mean time they don't believe it they insist it they 
say that's the way it's written and that's the way it should be that is the way it is we're going to go from london 
to saint peter's square there you see jammed with people new year's day 2000's been designated a catholic 
world day of peace and shortly we'll be hearing from the pope right now we're going to hear from our brent 
sadler who's there brent thanks frank around 100 000 people including many pilgrims celebrating the roman 
catholic church's 2000 holy jubilee year have now assembled as you can see around the vatican saint peters 
square here in the italian capital a spectacular illuminated setting for the millennium change where a flood of 
spiritual excitement has been pouring out of this huge crowd for the past few hours said peters has been 
rocking to the sounds of popular rock and gospel singing after the strike of midnight here pope john paul ii is 
expected to impart his first blessing of the new millennium and our camera is now just tilting up to the 
apostolic palace and you'll see there on the top right hand corner of the building that's the pope's private 
balcony why that light came on about an hour ago indicating that the pope and his entourage we're preparing 
the holy father for that first blessing he's 
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holy father for that first blessing he's expected to give of the new millennium and that will of course be 
broadcast live throughout the world in the square itself the pope cannot help but hear the tremendous 
amounts of music and singing and good cheer that's going on here uh there are sacred chants coming from 
the crowd various groups uh singing their own hymns making their own prayers a huge rock stand in the 
center of saint peter's square here where bands and well-known italian rock singers have been entertaining 
this huge crowd at the front end right in front of saint peter's basilica there are tens of thousands of candles 
and just a few moments ago we saw an olympic-style flame come up through the colonnade as part of this 
very spectacular evening's event here the pope will not be appearing at that private balcony until just after 
the stroke of midnight here back to you frank brent uh some 30 million visitors are expected in rome in the 
year 2000 to mark this year you're seeing some of them there it's going to be a special year with special 
significance yes the holy father here proclaimed this special great jubilee year for 2000 over the christmas 
holiday period part of that celebration is the symbolic opening of four doors the pope has opened two holy 
doors already this festive season he opens a third tomorrow and a fourth later on at 30 million frank as you 
say pilgrims and well wishes expected through the italian capital over this next year so it's a very symbolic 
occasion for the roman catholic church and the vatican as well as the rome authorities have been working 
very hard over the past couple of years preparing the most important churches and religious sites to put on 
the best possible show they can for rome this coming jubilee year one other aspect worth remembering there 
is a fireworks display 
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a fireworks display planned here around midnight but it's the tradition in italy for disorganized firework 
occasions to go off throughout the city we're telling you that the authorities in italy have confiscated one and 
a half tons of firework making explosives and almost four and a half million illegal fireworks in the build-up to 
this millennium celebration uh fearing that there would be many injuries some 700 injuries in italy last year 
from illegal fireworks one big concern which continues here this night back to you frank and as you see the 
throngs there in saint peter's square and vatican city elsewhere around italy they're doing it the way the 
italians do with a little bit of style and financial all across the country uh trains are being pulled into the 
closest station for y2k safety reasons joey just to be careful but the pa the passengers aren't going to be 
completely inconvenienced they'll get a glass of champagne while they wait of course it is italy and you must 
have a style a beautiful sight from vatican city from saint peter's square many crowds watching and waiting i 
believe with many candles and torches in their hands as well celebrating this event cnn's brent sadler is 
there we're less than 30 minutes away from the millennium in rome you want to move on now to paris 
elsewhere one of the other great capitals of europe paris where there has been a little bit of a problem on the 
champs-elysees but of course the parisians have style and must have some way to handle the little clock 


problem cnn's jim bitterman is there to explain it to us jim joy absolutely true the big clock over on the eiffel 
tower has stopped this evening just five hours before midnight after successfully counting down for more 
than a thousand days just five hours before midnight had stopped i'm speaking to you for as you mentioned 
from the avenue de champs-elysees where all the celebrations are going to be taking place this evening uh 
in fact i'm speaking from the very building where thomas jefferson who back then was an american diplomat 
at marist passed his first new year's 211 years ago in paris 
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first new year's 211 years ago in paris it's also if we can get the camera to take a picture down the street 
here you may just be able to see often the distance beyond the ferris wheels there the louvre museum which 
is back then was called the tweelery palace where kings and emperors from philippe august to napoleon iii 
passed their new years this has always been the avenue where the french have come to celebrate even if 
tonight's celebrations are a bit low-key france's millennium is nowhere near as expensive as some and 
celebrations will be spread across the year here but that doesn't mean the french have not been keeping an 
eye on the 50-ton clock on the eiffel tower as it has counted backwards from 1 000 days ago until tonight so 
you can imagine the gallic shock when the clock suddenly went black just hours before displaying the arrival 
of the new millennium technicians were called in the tower is the place for tonight's pyrotechnics but the 
celebrating will go on as it always does on new year's on the champs-elysees celebrating that at times in the 
past has gotten out of hand so merchants were boarding up their storefronts this evening and authorities 
ordered more than 30 000 police fire military and medical personnel on duty by sending out our stealth 
cameraman during last night's rehearsal we got a peek at the sights you can expect after midnight as those 
dozen themed ferris wheels begin to turn there's one to display internet messages one broadcasting space 
noise but the real crowd pleaser is the giant clockwork music box with real live humans creating the multi- 
ethnic music all that's about to start just a few minutes from now even if that big eiffel tower clock is not going 
to be there to count us down to the new 
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be there to count us down to the new year joey frank cnn's jim bitterman for us on the challenge elise in paris 
by the way you want to know how much champagne might be consumed on this new year's holiday 320 
million bottles consumed worldwide in the end of the month who's sitting there counting this somebody who's 
probably losing track after 320 minutes look at those pictures out of the off the champs-elysees and 
elsewhere and you see one other thing that strikes you you look at the egypt and the pyramids in bethlehem 
and the remarkable degree of human creativity the point in human history that this uh this event also marks it 
is something to think about as the events unfold this evening history also in japan they watched early this 
morning as the sun came up marking the start of the new millennium in japan over mount fuji the great 
volcano rising over the island nation as we commemorate millennium 2000 with much more coverage still 
ahead cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is brought to you by morgan stanley dean witter we 
measure success one investor at a time how do you measure success presenting eye choice for morgan 
stanley dean witter a dynamic new financial program that lets you achieve your success your way how do 
you measure success at morgan stanley dean witter we measure success one investor at a time well when i 
got hurt and missed work i thought i had supplemental insurance supplemental assurance what's that aflac 
well even best insurance doesn't give you cash to cover things like loss pay other expenses this does what 
does it i flag you shouldn't ask about it at work really and what's it called fyi 
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aflac without it no insurance is complete hello this is mark john jeffy's for a poopy pc a friend just emailed me 
that there was a grave oversight in my last chat with you well i told you how you could get a really terrific 
branding pc like this one plus unlimited internet access in-home servers and great deals all for just 24.95 a 
month i did not say out loud how easy it is to get in touch with people pc but i can fix that right now visit us at 
peoplepc.com or just style 1-800 people pc simple while you get something right with let me go over plan one 


more time let's review for about the price of internet service alone you get the whole pie over here a new 
computer in-home service deals and eliminate internet access visit us at peoplepc.com or call us thank you 
for letting me set the record [Music] straight ever since man learned to communicate there's been the need 
to learn how to cut to the chase usa today not the most worse just the right ones the land of the rising sun 
the sun rises in the year 2000 in the next millennium over tokyo an ancient civilization in its own right offering 
so much and sharing so much with the world from its cultural uh heritage to its technological expertise and 
innovation what a picture 
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expertise and innovation what a picture huge population of tokyo of course uh one of the great notions of the 
next millennium is the notion of an african millennium one that has been emphasized by the leadership of 
south africa in its planning for this particular millennium celebration cnn charlotte hunter galt is following 
events in johannesburg now she joins us from there charlene hello to everybody and happy new year it's 
raining here in johannesburg but in africa rain is a very good sign and indeed we have seen tonight nelson 
mandela the man who represents the greatest hope for south africa who has represented the greatest hope 
for south africa in the future celebrating the coming millennium in the very place where he stayed for so 
many years 18 years as a prisoner of conscience trying to liberate his people tonight he joined i'm told some 
ten thousand people on robben island to commemorate what has gone on in the past and to look forward 
with the new president of south africa tabo and becky they passed a symbolic torch a lighted candle 
president mandela to president embecky to symbolize what president becky has called the coming of the 
african century the african renaissance and after that they passed the torch onto children and of course 
around south africa despite the rain here in johannesburg it's not raining everywhere people in pretoria at the 
union building one of the seats of the legislative part of the government there has been festivities the 
festivities i'm told there were more policemen there than partygoers because i think in part in this region the 
weather has been a real factor but people here in south africa are celebrating a real new day in the country 
they're celebrating 
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celebrating a transformation which is underway and tonight even around here where it's raining we have a lot 
of fireworks going off i can hear music in the background and people as i have heard in other places in the 
world tonight are using music they are using theater uh they're using drama of all kinds to not only look to the 
future but look to the past on which uh their capacity to deal with some of the most horrendous social 
problems of the certainly of the century have taken place there was some controversy in fact about whether 
or not there should be this celebration at robben island because of what it represented in terms of the 
captivity of so many of the promising people of south africa during that period but there were those who said 
this is the bedrock of our future and therefore we have to teach our children we have to reemphasize for 
ourselves from whence we have come so south africa is indeed celebrating in perhaps ways that many other 
places in the world aren't celebrating tonight because they're celebrating a real liberation that they have felt 
very acutely within the past five years so that's giving them despite the fact that this revolution is by no 
means over it is giving them hope to deal with the obstacles that they have yet to face and overcome cnn's 
charlaine hunter gold for us from johannesburg south africa now we've talked to you about greenwich mean 
time that's about an hour and 45 minutes away that's at 7 pm eastern time greenwich mean time midnight 
about an hour and 15 minutes from now why is that significant not merely because it's a designation on the 
clock but because many of the embedded computer chips around the world are tied to greenwich mean time 
and when that rollover takes place a lot of folks are going to be watching very closely to see if there are 
problems among places they're watching is the 
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among places they're watching is the federal aviation administration and elsewhere outside of washington 
d.c we're going to show you a map now that is tracking all the flights that are in the air over the united states 
and that map and what is taking place in the air considered crucial as uh as officials watch and see whether 
there are going to be any problems from what so far anyway has been a remarkably smooth y2k rollover in 
other parts of the world karl rochelle is there tracking the tracking very closely carl frank what you are seeing 
is a map showing all of the aircraft that are on approach at any airport in the united states that long blue 
streak that you see up in the upper right hand corner traffic going into the new york area you can see a string 
of traffic going in around hartsfield and atlanta dallas fort worth down in that area and the pink colored area is 
actually around the dulles international airport which is near where we are at the faa's command center in 
herndon virginia all of these screens are where they track the aircraft traffic throughout the united states all 
the aircraft that are on a filed flight plan like an airliner but one of the most key screens here is this one the 
one with the red stripe going right down the center of it that is the marker for zulu time as pilots call it 
greenwich mean time as others call it or universal time coordinated but that is the time when all the aircraft 
who are on file will cross midnight when that line crosses gmt greenwich england it will be seven o'clock here 
and if the computers are going to fail if there is a problem with the computers that is the most likely time no 
one believes that anything is going to happen that there are going to be any problems here but this place is 
fully up and fully manned this is the way they are marking their new years by being here to be prepared to 
deal with any emergency that happens and if there's one we'll bring you that frank all right carl rochelle 
thanks very much and just to be clear these great this greenwich meantime these chips are embedded in the 
global positioning system and in a lot of a lot of the navigational systems that that affect domestic flights in 
the united states as well as flights all around the world and that's why 
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all around the world and that's why we're watching that one so closely joey frank from the very edges of 
modern technology following the technology as it follows air flight throughout the world in fact i'm going to go 
back to a little bit of ancient history a little bit of the past and how it marks this millennium we'll return to 
bethlehem now major square where a huge celebration has been underway you see in the pictures there the 
party is still going on and cnn's walter rogers is watching as well walt hello joey since midnight there's been a 
terrific bash here in bethlehem's major square the bash being a concert by rasheed taha a north african 
singer sort of a maghreb version of mick jagger all the palestinians tens of thousands of them below me have 
been clapping waving their hands jumping up and down celebrating this millennium with no inhibition 
whatsoever this celebration has been going on as i say since midnight here for nearly an hour this following 
fireworks that literally shook the ground most of the people in manger square below me will not be around to 
see the sunrise of the first millennium they'll be all boogied out there's a stark contrast just nine kilometers 
five miles up the road in jerusalem there it's the jewish sabbath and there the rabbis have almost forbidden 
this kind of celebration and revelry my colleague gerald kessel is on the mount of olives in jerusalem and 
he's filing this report gerald contrary to most other places which were ushering in the millennium this is the 
spectacle here this the spectacle of the holy sites inside jerusalem's old city lit as they have been on all other 
days but this is walter roger was saying is the uh both the holy month of ramadan the muslim holy wrath of 
ramadan and the jewish sabbath and there were no public celebrations here and just around midnight there 
was some commotion around 
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midnight there was some commotion around what we're seeing now the golden gate that sealed up gate in 
the world old city which by tradition sealed for several hundred years to prevent the messiah coming back 
very second coming and entering into the old temple compound where jesus may have come in on the 
through this very path uh two thousand years ago and there were two uh young men who were there trying 
perhaps to get into the gate believing perhaps that they were part of this second coming they were speedily 
intercepted by several dozen israeli policemen heavily armed taken away one was taken into custody 
another release some commotion but apart from that there have been some private ceremonies here of of of 
pilgrims and christians celebrating here on the mount of olives where indeed according to the the gospel 


there will be the second coming most christian faiths do not believe that it is definitively linked to the 
millennium only some extremist fundamentalists who believe that that that that the apocalypse of the the end 
of the world will be right now and here they have been the celebrations in the form of torchlight parades 
some fireworks of people braving against that uh the formal ban on public celebrations all in all more 
subdued than anywhere else but some celebrations of christians on the mount of olives here facing the holy 
sites in jerusalem i'm gerald kessel reporting live from jerusalem all right cnn's gerald kessel for us there as 
well as a sharp contrast of course with walter rogers in bethlehem where it certainly is a much more festive 
celebration jerusalem quite somber and quite still concerned about security as well there you know we're 
trying to bring you a sense of what is happening really around the world the great civilizations the great 
religions uh the great cultures that have defined human history down through the years whatever year you 
may call it we're calling it 2000 for the sake of the gregorian calendar and much 
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sake of the gregorian calendar and much more is to come focus now on western europe as it marches up 
toward midnight we were looking there at just a picture of vatican city now to berlin the celebration there 
underway as well i've understood for hours now the crowd has filed in by the brandenburg gate and has 
been awaiting the great events at berlin we'll be watching for that coming up in cnn's coverage of millennium 
2000 across asia across africa through europe the united states north america south america the entire 
world people noting this event with a mixture of hope and anticipation our coverage continues cnn's global 
coverage of millennium 2000 is brought to you by aflac without it no insurance is complete on a millennium 
2000 roundtable discussion join jeff greenfield and walter isaacson for your first laughs of the new year with 
funny man al franken cartoonist robert bankoff and christopher hitchens a rye look at humor only on cnn 
saturday on cnn's larry king live what a way to kick off the year 2000. larry's special guest is microsoft 
founder bill gates he'll discuss the future of the computer and much more that's saturday nine eastern on cnn 
[Applause] [Music] right [Music] 
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initiating data download at merrill lynch we're still bullish data from wall street there's a very special ring at 
zales this year with the millennium set in diamonds inside the band it's an exquisite half carat diamond 
solitaire and 18 karat gold for a special price of only 19.99 think of it just as the millennium is turning you'll 
have the power to make time stand still exclusively at sales stores or shop online at sales.com it's about six 
minutes before midnight in western portions of europe and africa the next destination of cnn's millennium 
coverage two continents scarred by 20th century warfare and concert and conquest look to the new century 
hoping for peace and prosperity our extensive live coverage here on cnn takes us to some of the most 
notable cities of the passing century paris the city of light will be lit up as midnight strikes and at the vatican 
the leader of the world's largest christian denomination will tell the city and the world his vision of the future 
and once the centerpiece of a dark time in europe on this night berlin's brandenburg gate will be center stage 
for germany's millennium party cnn's coverage of millennium 2000 continues right now [Music] 
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we're foreign at four very historic places there paris berlin rome lagos nigeria three of the great capitals of 
europe the city of lights berlin as we said the random gate the center of celebrations there and again at st 
peters square looking at the thousands who have thronged there also though this hour we're going to look at 
lagos nigeria the celebration there is different there have been a number of concerns about nigeria and how 
it's going to handle the y2k rollover they have enough problems with some of their infrastructure day-to-day 
as it is important news could be made there and nowhere but nowhere uh measures up quite like nigeria and 
measuring the african century that some would like to see develop now prospects for economic progress 
political stability nigeria has been through a wrenching time since the years of colonial rule back to a form of 
a civilian rule now amid many hopes that better days lie anead but much hard work much hard work to be 
done paris though has had its own wrenching difficulties in just the past past few days largely caused by the 


weather a tremendously freak storm that moved through central europe this week and caused quite a bit of 
destruction right there in downtown paris and a little problem with a big time period big time police a big 
important time piece especially because it's less than three minutes to midnight our jim bitterman is there in 
the city of lights jim yeah that was exactly the problem apparently there was a problem with this uh timepiece 
it was that there was a computer panel blown out because of the high winds and bad weather that we've 
been having here you're looking now at the chancellor zay here uh as the crowds are going crazy as uh the 
the city of paris is blowing these very deep base notes uh announcing that uh midnight is near now we're 
seeing the eiffel tower 
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eiffel tower and the co-producers of the uh this big production here tonight said that we are going to see the 
eiffel tower dance before the evening is out they're trying to recreate the sounds of uh and sights of the tower 
coming alive we'll see if uh if that really happens here the city of lights is able to run as we approach midnight 
they're setting off fireworks that have taken three months to install mountain climbers have been working on 
the eiffel tower for three months now and the fireworks will slowly climb up the side of the eiffel tower being 
launched from 8 000 different positions along the sides of the eiffel tower sort of think of this as a shuttle 
launch with warm up and then blast off and in rome they're waiting too with anticipation counting down 
counting down at rome as well for the pope's urban orbee message the message of the pope to the city and 
to the world is where as well there you see uh square at st peters see some of the fireworks in the 
background rome city which has undergone a major renovation also in berlin midnight is uh nye that uh from 
the brandenburg gate and elsewhere the brandenburg gate not far from where ronald reagan said once upon 
a time not very many years ago mr gorbachev tear down this wall and that too changed history there you see 
the brandenburg gate which stands for so much and speaks so loudly about this period of world history we're 
in and entering now it's coming up on a minute before midnight here and we're looking at two of the great 
celebrations one in rome one at paris of course the paris one seems to be contained with the great 
pyrotechnics as jim bitterman told us they say that the eiffel tower will rock well it looks like it's at least going 
to dance as this thing looks like it's going to take off in fact i understand that the fireworks have been pointed 
downward aimed downward in an attempt to make it look as though this is in fact a rocket ship you know joey 
we heard jim bitterman talking about the mountain climbers in fact they had 
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mountain climbers in fact they had mountain climbers carrying 20 000 light bulbs scaling that thing to wire 
this up 800 strings of lights 20 000 firework launches over this monument so what you're seeing here is a 
warm-up of what is going to be a very dramatic millennial act and the clock doesn't work but uh i don't think it 
matters at this point ours does ours does it's 22 minutes to midnight i don't know if the folks in paris can see 
our clock but uh their clock on the tour de fellas does not work at this point probably caused by the weather 
problems they had earlier and down in the left hand side of your screen you see a picture of st peter's square 
there where the pope as you mentioned joey is going to be talking to those assembled and the world offering 
his vision of the new century and the new millennium an important message to hear from the pope 
particularly there goes the iphone let's watch [Applause] uh [Music] oh the pope appearing before the mass 
crowds there at saint peter's square giving a brief message his urban warming 
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giving a brief message his urban warming message one he gives every year at this time but you are also 
looking as well the celebration in paris we're trying to show you both of these major events happening at the 
same time of course as midnight comes to western europe both in paris and in row as well as in berlin which 
we'll see in a moment the excitement there but this at the city of lights is quite a visual demonstration the 110 
year old eiffel tower standing as a symbol for paris for france for europe and for the world some six million 
visitors uh visit the eiffel tower each year there's a pretty good restaurant up at the top there but i don't know 
that you'd want to go there tonight it's better just to stand back and take in the show believe it was a record 


year for france for the eiffel tower visitors as well this year but tonight is the show that they probably all really 
wanted to see one in which the eiffel tower looks like it's being shaken from its very foundations you can see 
the dark spot there down in the low earth about the third of the way up that's where the clock was to proclaim 
the year 2000 but it's uh you might go that way taking a breather at a critical moment i think we get the 
message from the rest of it i think people have plenty to look at there at the eiffel tower would you able to tell 
that midnight has come to paris and in paris as in many other cities joey around the world very stringent 
security precautions police force granting no days off for this period actually right on through the second of 
january uh all on duty and being very vigilant but so far and we say this cautiously and advisedly so far as 
the new year has been rung in around the world it appears to have been a remarkably peaceful and calm 
new year not not only on the y2k front watching the computers but also on the subject of public safety looking 
down to the left-hand corner of your screen you're seeing again st peter's basilica the square at st peters the 
huge crowds that have amassed there to see the pope give his urban orbee message 
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orbee message his message to the city to vatican city and to the world the world's catholics as he plans out 
speaks about his plans his thoughts about the new millennium and where the faithful shall travel from here 
this is a relatively shorter message that the pope will give he will give another one dawn at the vatican at 
vatican city as well laying out further his thoughts and his prayers and his hopes for the new millennium as 
well so much change and so much upheaval in his lifetime from world war ii and the tumult turmoil that 
wracked his native land of poland right on through the communist period and solidarity which he uh 
encouraged from the sidelines which the catholic church was so instrumental in supporting finally uh poland 
throwing off the yoke of communism along with the rest of eastern europe pope declaring this a year of 
peace [Music] the pope began to mark the jubilee year as it has been called by the church on christmas day 
december 25th it's a year of celebration and those who have visited vatican city the rome and all of italy in 
the past couple of years have noted that much of that city has been under construction a renovation as it 
were in the past couple of years a tremendous effort underway to restore the great churches of rome in this 
time leading to the jubilee year and now joey to madrid as our tour 
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and now joey to madrid as our tour continues it's pretty good you don't have to pay for it we'll take you all 
over europe and the world this is the puerto del sol plaza which is considered the center the geographic 
center of this wonderful city of madrid as they commemorate midnight there as well with fireworks and i think 
we could say it literally a star-studded cat stars over the skies there in spain now to berlin we want to move 
on to the brandenburg gate as frank has been talking to you about uh for the past few moments the 
celebration underway there of course commemorating important time important transitions in politics for 
germany over these past few years important uh new century new opportunity for germany to rise it is an 
exciting time in in history for a reunited germany obviously now it's been about 10 years but i must say it's 
been very difficult there the emerging east and western portions of germany have proved far more difficult far 
more costly than previously anticipated now back in madrid back in madrid for the celebration there you see 
the great excitement that madrid is experiencing at this hour quite a colorful festivity as you would imagine 
right and noting noting to as we have throughout the evening joey the cultural and historical contributions of 
these many of these many places and many cities and and many societies spain through its very very often 
violent history in the past through the inquisition through the conquest of of of south america uh putting its 
mark very uh very clearly indelibly on the world but now uh having come through its own uh difficult and 
fascist period 20th century standing as a beacon of democracy and economic growth a renaissance marked 
by great excitement in madrid tonight spain is a constitutional monarchy headed by king juan carlos he was 
designated by francisco franco 
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he was designated by francisco franco and a lot of people thought back in the 70s uh that he would be a 
figurehead no more and not a very strong character but he stood up against a coup against the took the 
young democracy literally hostage back in the very early 1980s 1981 and he stood by democracy democracy 
in spain has flourished so there is something to celebrate there though the spaniards have a great deal of 
difficulty with their eta separatists up in the basque in the basque area in the northwest part of spain the 
basque country i'm going to move a little bit further south to lagos in nigeria party something of a dance party 
underway in lagos this is a square uh in in the capital well in the traditional capital of nigeria which is lagos 
the country now has an official capital at abuja but this is a ceremony in the place where nigerians have 
traditionally gone to to celebrate and share their joy this has been of course uh interesting political year for 
nigeria a rich and culturally diverse society in its own right about 114 million people or so religiously divided 
about 50 percent muslim in this country 40 percent christian 10 indigenous beliefs nigeria is a place where 
there have been a number of concerns about y2k preparedness of course nigeria even in its best days has 
had tremendous difficulties with its infrastructure with its facilities of course it has a big producer of oil in 
nigeria and there had been a number of concerns about how well that country was prepared the oil refineries 
however run by international corporations and therefore might be better prepared for such things but nigeria 
itself which has been trying to move and develop and u.s officials joey have been talking very closely not 
only with nigeria but the other oil producing countries from the department of energy principally in washington 
to make sure that those oil production facilities you mentioned state online operational that they've been out 
in front of any y2k problems so far seems to be pretty much under control 
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seems to be pretty much under control and back to europe now and berlin there a tremendous light show by 
the brandenburg gate this evening in berlin started with a children's party children's celebration earlier in the 
evening i suspect that this hour has converted more to the adult part of the celebration but a big part of the 
events in berlin tonight at the brandenburg gate have been on behalf of the children of that city and looking 
toward the future joey one must uh reflect on what a wrenching century this has been for this country world 
war one and the treaty of versailles the reparations that were demanded of of germany that then led to a very 
weak weimar republic and then on into uh on into nazism a divided country for so long reunited only 10 years 
ago so germany is happy to see the century change yes well we want to go back now to rome we saw the 
big celebration underwear underway at vatican city the pope speaking to the assembled faithful before him 
cnn's brent sadler is there brent are you with us yes i am joey we've just watched the end of the pope john 
paul ii first blessing of the third millennium here it coincided with a huge fireworks display both around the 
splendor of saint peter's square here in the italian capital of rome and indeed fireworks are blasting off in all 
parts of the city but a hundred thousand people are packed into peter's square for many hours before the 
pope made the appearance from his private balcony they were taking part in a a prayer vigil before that a 
rock concert gospel singing and still the square is packed with many people who'll be here until the early 
hours of the morning for his first new millennium blessing pope john paul ii also celebrating the great jubilee 
holy 
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also celebrating the great jubilee holy year of 2000 said he was knocking on the threshold of every door to 
bring everyone his core cordial good wishes and he said he had asked god to bless this moment of festivity 
and good wishes that it may be the promising beginning of a new millennium filled with joy and peace back to 
you joey cnn's brent sadler standing by for us in the square at the vatican brent if you're still with us if i can 
jump back at you we've been we've been really watching very closely those gathered there at in saint peter's 
square what else is happening across italy this evening well indeed this is just one small part of it elsewhere 
there are celebrations in other italian capitals in piazza del popolo now on the other side of the city away 
from the vatican hundreds of thousands of people there as elsewhere in italy taking part in rock concerts and 
various other musical events through the night and a big spectacle here throughout italy will be the 
continuation through the night of fireworks both from organized events and many other fireworks which are 
not organized and the authorities have been concerned about the safety factor in those what they call illegal 


fireworks frank brent a lot of concerns about the y2k issue there well the telecom company uh the other day 
uh issued a bill for the year 1900 which was something of an embarrassment for the phone company here 
trains were stopping between the hours of 11 30 and 12 30 local time some 48 long distance trains 
throughout italy passengers were being given glasses of champagne and celebratory cake during the hours 
that those trains were stopped but the authorities here have reassured the italian population that they feel 
reasonably confident very confident in fact that the major utilities the major services of italy will go 
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the major services of italy will go ahead regardless of what bug problems may or may not arise frank brett 
can you talk to us a little bit about the pope as you said he appeared at his private balcony a much weighted 
much beloved pope by these many thousands uh gathered there can you talk a little bit about his health 
there must be great relief among the faithful to see him able to come forward and give this message to the 
world at this critical time as we enter the new millennium well this was very much a blessing of goodwill to 
everybody here in saint peter's pope john paul ii is the bishop of rome first so the blessing goes to rome and 
the world beyond uh the pope's uh ailing health has been of concern for many months if not years but he 
was determined to to make this uh jubilee celebration and this holy jubilee year in the new year he expects to 
make trips to the holy land the middle east and to portugal early in 2000 and it is one of the pope's 
sadnesses he's already remarked over the christmas period that ecumenism the unity of christianity has not 
gone as far down the line as he would have wished it to be during his papacy uh tomorrow he'll be making 
another address to a large crowd here in rome and he'll be opening the third of the great holy jubilee doors 
as part of another very much publicized vatican event back to the studio brandon is now about 14 minutes 
past midnight there where you are in vatican city and elsewhere around you in rome and in some of these 
other great cities we've been seeing this evening it's quite enjoyable to see the pictures from vatican city if 
you've been there in the past couple years you realize how much it has changed i've done so much 
renovation everything had been covered for with scaffolding over the last couple years and now it's opened 
up and quite beautiful in madrid and also covered we could see there a little bit with some of the debris so 
talking about the future somebody's gonna have to clean that up and there is more to come here on our 
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and there is more to come here on our coverage much more revelry and uh reported from around the world 
[Music] cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is sponsored by shiseido shiseido wishes you a happy 
millennium [Music] a hundred years pass and shiseido's ruby red liquid the one that caressed the faces of 
japanese women for so many generations is even more sublime now as it touches the faces of women all 
over the world in this new century this era that empowers a woman to live life to the fullest and help create a 
more beautiful world is at home here gently thoroughly working to create more beautiful skin a hundred years 
pass and time leaves so much less of its mark now on a woman's skin the beauty of time gone by and the 
splendor of things to come are all mixed together in one bottle from shiseido [Music] on a millennium 2000 
burden of proof special greta van susteren sets a legal eye on whether or not the world should be moving 
toward a set of universal laws on the network of the millennium cnn [Music] 
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[Music] in any business there can be only one priority at morgan stanley dean witter we have never forgotten 
ours not surprisingly we measure success a little differently a sight to behold on a night to remember la turrie 
fell the eiffel tower about 18 minutes ago as parisians greeted midnight in paris with all the style and flair 
illuminating the eiffel tower in the city of lights in a method in a way that will be remembered for a very long 
time to come parish spent about six and a half million dollars to ring in this millennium party uh there's all 
sorts of events all over the city as well of course we're seeing the big one right around the eiffel tower uh a 
great bit of excitement there but at the same time some of france's leading figures uh political figures are 
actually working through this holiday the prime minister leonardo and some other french ministers are 
actually working behind their desks at this hour trying to make sure that beyond the celebration there is a 


safety and security in france as well we're looking now at live pictures after the we saw the great explosions 
at the eiffel tower looking still here at the champs-elysees the lights have come down a little bit but cnn's jim 
bitterman is out on the street i can't imagine jim that the party could be over the party is not over by any 
means in fact joey no the party looks like it's just beginning in fact what's happened here is that i think a lot of 
people who were over at the eiffel tower which is about a mile from here over the eiffel tower for the big 
fireworks display have now gravitated in this direction are now filling in the champs-elysees as we 
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filling in the champs-elysees as we looked down earlier in the evening we thought perhaps that it wasn't uh 
going to be the kind of crowd that they had talked about they had estimated about a million and a half people 
were going to show up here but now i think it is probably approaching that level because from one end of the 
champs-elysees to the other uh there are people everywhere you can see already we're hearing some 
reports of some injuries apparently about 70 people rather were slightly injured in the crush around the eiffel 
tower this evening as the fireworks display was going off so this is what uh a lot of officials here were worried 
about they set up 21 security posts along the sean's elise they're worried about crowd movements that might 
somehow crush people up against barriers or people getting injured from these fireworks that people have 
brought along and are shooting off right in the middle of the crowds there's also something like 35 000 police 
firemen army and other kinds of security officials on duty here this evening trying to make sure that the 
evening comes off without too many hitches that ferris wheel you see right there is one of a dozen ferris 
wheels that are up and down the champs-elysees 11 of the 12 are themed ferris wheel this one you're 
looking at right here is supposed to be a snowball and it's got such objects as the leaning tower of pizza and 
the pyramids the eiffel tower what not on the ferris wheel as it goes around and there's it's supposed to be 
one of these kind of snowballs that toys that you turn upside down and the snow falls down in the buildings 
that's supposed to be what's happening there uh there's a ten others that are like that up and down the 
champs they say quite interesting uh kinds of concepts done by french artists joey frank jim interesting point 
some of these celebrations and commemorations going to continue for quite some time i'm thinking of the 
place de la concorde for people who have been to paris and know it that obelisk there a gift from egypt being 
turned into a giant sundial going to carry on into 2001. that's exactly right tonight we had one of uh the more 
famous 
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tonight we had one of uh the more famous frenchman at least a notorious frenchman a young man who is 
notorious for climbing buildings all over the world tried to climb the obelisk in the center of the concord but 
before he could get too far off the ground the police nabbed him and brought him down safely yes there's 
going to be celebrations all throughout the night here and they're going to move tomorrow there's going to be 
a rather major parade that starts about two o'clock in the afternoon inviting involving about 5 000 people 
parading through the streets and the boulevards of paris uh with giant uh cartoon character floats that are 
going to be brought along total long their balloons are going to be towed along over the uh parade 
participants so it is a a weekend here of of action in paris i think maybe perhaps raising french spirits after 
the week that they've been through after these terrible storms that have swept through paris frank all right jim 
bitterman in paris i want to move from the south now to africa the lagos nigeria we saw pictures from there 
just a few minutes ago and again there the dancing appears to stop and i'm sure that the celebration 
continues in lagos the square here known as the tbs square where the celebration is underway by the 
nigerians cnn's richard blystone is there as well maybe in a moment of break in the music richard can talk to 
us about what he's seeing there richard well joey uh the temperature here is excuse me temperature here is 
in the 90s fahrenheit the scene is the square where nigeria celebrated its independence 39 years ago there's 
a whiff of pepper gas in the air [Music] and africa is standing up and saying hey we're here too don't forget 
about us this could be africa's century the concert has been a little bit confused for a few minutes because 
people were throwing 
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people were throwing fireworks at the stage whether that was musical criticism or not i don't know but as 
nigeria's music is as diverse as its people are with their 250 different ethnic groups and there's some in 
nigerian music for everybody [Music] there's afro-pop afrobeat afro jazz juju and fuji among others [Music] so 
you can see it's 20 minutes after midnight here 25 minutes and whatever they're doing here now it's not 
seeing old wings they are singing richard let me ask you this you mentioned pepper gas and you've been 
coughing i'm a little concerned about that is there a security problem uh was the pepper gas released by 
authorities there or can you explain that [Music] um i think you're asking about the rowdiness of the crowd it 
uh there's been a little roundness excuse me nothing serious but the pepper gas kind of got to my voice jody 
all right i think richard blasto needs to work on being able to speak there there's a little bit of a pepper gas 
problem but richard blystone tells us it's mostly a celebration underway not a problem in lagos nigeria 
although there had been a great deal of concern about facilities and infrastructure of nigeria which of course 
are always a problem in that country we talk about the possibility of y2k causing blackouts power outages in 
some places in nigeria they're rather accustomed to power outages and they thought even if there were any 
problems like that and probably wouldn't be related to y2k that's right and they take a lot of that in stride but 
we are going to keep in touch with dick glystone and find out what that deal was with the pepper gas we'll 
reassure you into the rest of the story and as to dick's health as we get some more information we want to 
take you to berlin now and bettina luger who's there for us bettina 
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luger who's there for us bettina well no free here of any papa guest the only problem you might have in berlin 
is that the firecrackers are going off all over the place amazing pictures here at the berlin brandenburg gate 
this old symbol of the division of europe a symbol of the cold war tonight at this place of celebration as the 
germans are looking forward to a new century a century that they hope will be peaceful the brandenburg 
gate is was of course in the old east of berlin at the other side of the four and a half kilometer long street 
party is the victory column and all in between are hundreds of thousands of people and they are celebrating 
that the century is over they're looking with optimism to the future but when you talk to the people they mainly 
say that their hope for health and for peace joey frank cnn's bettina lucia reporting to us from berlin the 
festivities they're underway inaugurating in new germany a new century for germany as well a welcome new 
century and we're about 30 minutes away from midnight greenwich mean time which means 30 minutes 
away from midnight in london england that's right as well and folks in london do believe that midnight and the 
new millennium does not come unless it comes to greenwich mean time first of course that's zero the prime 
meridian right now that's their argument for why the millennium hasn't really come to the world it's just getting 
ready to come to london cnn's coverage we'll continue from there with cnn's christian amanpour coming up 
right after break cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is brought to you by morgan stanley dean witter 
we measure success one investor at a time [Music] 
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from the company that has always value the individual above all else comes the most individual way yet of 
achieving success eye choice for morgan stanley dean witter a whole new level of personal service that lets 
you achieve your success your way how do you measure success [Music] and morgan stanley dean witter 
we measure success one investor at a time closed captioning is brought to you by bell atlantic your guide 
through the wilds of communications on a millennium 2000 special should the west aid or abandon africa 
jesse jackson joins fw de clerk for africa forgotten only on cnn for the savings bank of manchester coach gino 
oriema on teamwork winning is not the goal of our team the goal of our team is to work together every day on 
doing the things that in the end will lead to winning we don't do anything better than anyone else we're not 
smarter than anyone else we just have figured out that if we communicate effectively and if we relate well 
with each other we have a chance to be successful sbn the biggest little bank in connecticut do you need a 
home for your home computer don't miss special savings now at hayton's work at home computer furniture 
store discover hayton's extraordinary selection of beautiful all wood fully assembled computer furniture desks 


workstations armoires and roll tops in cherry oak maple and country colors all at hayden's exceptional prices 
save as you enhance your computer your home and your life at hayden's work at home computer furniture 
store hayden so easy to get to in enfield 
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hayden so easy to get to in enfield celebrating the new millennium this is cnn looking here at the london eye 
this is the great observation wheels not quite a ferris wheel apparently something by structure means it's not 
a ferris wheel it's an observation wheel it stands 40 stories high uh this was one of the much anticipated 
features of the london celebration but things have not gone right oh no as planned it won't be opera if you 
want to observe it you're going to have to only do that just observe it at least for the time being because it's 
not operational a clutch in one of these in one of the compartments gave some concerns and for safety 
reasons it won't be operational for a little bit yet cnn's christian amanpour however is standing by nearby the 
great london eye keeping an eye on the other events underway for the millennium 2000 celebration there in 
london mr john what do you see well this is the centerpiece of britain's millennium festivities i'm sitting 
outside the dome the millennium dome and it is as you know the largest roof structure in the world it is larger 
double the size of the georgia dome in atlanta which up until now was the largest roof structure and the 
queen of england queen elizabeth arrived here within the last half an hour she has officially opened the 
dome and inside celebrations are going on there are singing and other acts going on and throughout the 
evening there will be acrobatics aerial ballets and the like and obviously the song old lang zion wants big ben 
and midnight uh chimes here there have been a great deal of pyrotechnics already on the river outside the 
dome where the queen has already lit the millennium beacon and that in turn has lit 3 000 beacons along the 
length and breadth of great britain and scotland and wales and then also there are going to be a huge 
fireworks display down by the river thames the river thames is where we find cnn's chris burns and there are 
according to authorities now 
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according to authorities now some two million londoners and people from all over england who are jamming 
the sides of the river hoping to see the spectacular feature of this evening which we're told is a 200 foot river 
of fire an illusion of a torch going all the way up the river in a very very short period of time chris what is it like 
down there by the river well i do not think we have got chris that that's not chris burns obviously we perhaps 
may not be able to reach him there's an incredible lot of uh cell phone traffic and a huge number of people 
down there by the river thames part of the british celebrations there are what we what they call street parties 
going on what's going to happen though is that within the hour about half an hour from now big ben will 
chime down the midnight hour here this is greenwich meantime this is the standard to which all the rest of 
the countries of the world well most of them anyway have pegged their time why is greenwich mean time the 
world standard well in 1884 25 countries representatives went to washington dc to talk about standardizing 
time they chose greenwich because at that time it was based on maritime traffic 70 of the world's shipping 
originated here in london and this was the zero line it runs from the north to the south pole through england 
france spain north africa and way on down to the antarctic chris burns is now joining us from near the river 
that's right chris john the excitement is truly mounting now as the minutes go by we've got as you said police 
are saying the number of people are in the millions now in fact police are telling me here that it is probably 
the biggest celebration here along the thames since ve day in 1945 so the biggest celebration in more than 
50 years perhaps of all time it's an amazing sight here what we're looking at right now is westminster bridge 
which links the the 
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westminster bridge which links the the big ben over to the london eye the new ferris wheel or observation 
wheel and you're also looking at one of the beacons it's a flaming beacon one of 1500 around all over britain 
that is pulling the whole country together as a symbol of unity and of enlightenment and you're seeing this 
bridge that is completely filled with people that's thousands of people just on that bridge alone and all around 


us there are just hundreds of thousands of people that are uh incredibly excited about uh waiting for big ben 
to strike 12. now the the fact that the wheel is not taking passengers on is certainly not dampened the spirit 
at all as you're seeing right now there is still the laser show that was set off by prime minister tony blair a few 
hours ago it continues and just the fact there is that glitch with the wheel has not dampened spirits officials 
do hope and expect to have the wheel operational later in january now of course the show is not over there 
will be of course at midnight the strike of midnight there will be a large boom a large explosion among the 16 
barges that will be strung along very shortly along a four mile stretch of the thames and they will begin a 15- 
minute a 15-minute firework show including a river of fire as we've been talking about that being yes a 200- 
foot wall of flame in red silver and gold the red silver part the silver and gold part will be traveling at the 
speed of the rotation of the earth from east to west following the speed of the rotation of the earth and the 
speed of sound generally so it will be quite an impressive event 39 tons of fireworks going off back to you 
chris john chris mentioned the biggest crowds out in london since ve day and perhaps as we're watching 
these pictures and talking about the celebration it's worth remembering the incredible role britain paid in this 
century it has been swept by two 
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in this century it has been swept by two devastating world wars world war one world war ii and then it also 
was the scene of the triumph really if you like of freedom and resistance against tyranny to that end britain's 
great wartime prime minister sir winston churchill has been voted by the majority of britons as the most 
important figure of this century and perhaps the british are very proud that their country their british isles 
represent as well as any other country the triumph of freedom and democracy over tyranny this century frank 
joey and christian thanks very much we'll be back to christian of course the big celebration in london still 
ahead about 25 minutes from now midnight in london and midnight for gmt that's important because of all 
those embedded systems and chips that we'll be reading the gmt change over the rollover to see if there's 
any computer disruption there they're also watching that in the united states following along on that at the 
international y2k center as well coming up here on cnn we're going to see the celebration getting underway 
in some u.s cities coming up in in the coming hour of our programming as we leave you now to go to a break 
here we want to go to dawn at beijing at tiananmen square the gate of heavenly peace marking the dawn of 
a new millennium in china [Music] cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is presented by lincoln american 
luxury [Music] wood leather adrenaline the new lincoln Is 


02:10:15 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=9zINIUujdG4&t=7815s 





adrenaline the new lincoln Is in any business there can be only one priority at morgan stanley dean witter we 
have never forgotten ours not surprisingly we measure success a little differently [Music] well when i got hurt 
and missed work i thought i had supplemental insurance supplemental assurance what's that aflac well even 
best insurance doesn't give you cash to cover things like loss pay other expenses this does what it does i fly 
you shouldn't ask about it at work really and what's it called aflac without it no insurance is complete what 
has the world talking ti programmable dsp turning cell phones into handheld engines of information from the 
world leader in digital wireless texas instruments the amazing world of ripples stories you can't imagine 
people you won't believe with host dean kane ripley's believe it or not beginning january 12th at 805 eastern 
exclusively on the superstation and a picture of vatican city there you see shortly after midnight in in rome 
about 38 minutes past midnight joey as we've also been looking at the wires not only is this about celebration 
but it's also about somewhat reassurance this evening couple things i've noticed the international energy 
agency they've been monitoring they say there have been no disruptions they found in oil supplies so far this 
new day reuters spoke with a shift supervisor at the chernobyl nuclear power plant site 
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the chernobyl nuclear power plant site of the worst nuclear disaster in power everything's okay there and the 
spokesman for the securities industry says no disruptions in the system so far so far so good so far one 
place where we will be watching very carefully because there are a number of security concerns in new york 


city is times square big celebration is expected there in fact it's actually started early throughout the day the 
the folks in new york have been celebrating ready to mark the occasion millions millions of people expected 
in new york city to celebrate tonight the events as new york rolls into the new millennium cnn's gary tuckman 
is standing by somewhere in the crowd gary well joey we're five hours and 20 minutes away from the year 
2000 in the eastern time zone in times square is already more crowded right now than it's ever been usually 
by 11 30 p.m eastern time it gets close to this crowded but the mayor of new york just told us a short time 
ago that officially at 5 30 pm eastern time it was more crowded than it was in new year's of 1998 when there 
were hundreds of thousands of people to usher in the year 1999 two reasons for that the main one is we're 
entering the third millennium the 21st century and people want to be here for this and this ball was specially 
made for the occasion this is a crystal ball that weighs 1070 pounds it's described as priceless it was made 
in waterford ireland and it's on top of that building you see in the background that's the one-time square 
building and you're now looking at the skyline of new york city as the city gets ready for its biggest new year's 
celebration ever they've been doing this here since 1904 in times square they started dropping a ball of one 
type of another or another in 1907. they've only missed three years 1917 for world war one in 1943 and 44 
for world war ii there was some talk that maybe there was a possibility that new york would cancel this year 
because of the scares about terrorism it was done in seattle but it was not done in new york the mayor of the 
city said it would not be canceled he couldn't guarantee everyone's safety but he said 
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guarantee everyone's safety but he said that the police will be out here in full force 8 000 police officers in 
times square right now as the throngs at least half a million people perhaps more get ready to celebrate the 
year 2000. joey frank back to you thanks very much new york may have the signature celebration there but 
we don't want our viewers in the united states and around the world to think it's the only place where there's 
a party new orleans that's a city that can party and blue waters is there yeah frank they always party here in 
new orleans and this one's no exception they're comparing it to the mardi gras perhaps not as many folks but 
as the times picayune put it there are impenetrable pockets of humanity separated by patches of mere 
throngs that about describes it uh witnessed the kickoff about noon today of the parade uh down to loose 
street into the french quarter uh they were skipping they were hopping they were moving uh all you got to do 
is do it [Applause] [Music] this little display of humanity followed a funeral uh dirge a funeral jazz mass for the 
old millennium honored and then this immediately followed so there was no hurry to say goodbye to the old 
one and welcome in the new it's kind of calm where i am down on the riverfront where the big party takes 
place at midnight with the fireworks display and i'll be joined by several uh tens of thousands of people and 
we'll be back to you to show us show you how it's going down here frank all right lou waters for us in new 
orleans another place where americans like to party is las vegas certainly know how to have a good time 
there cnn's lauren sydney is standing by in vegas lauren right you are joey you are now looking at a whole lot 
of traffic but in a couple of hours it will turn into the biggest block party this side of the desert we are here 
overlooking the famous four mile las vegas strip 35 floors up at the four seasons hotel 
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35 floors up at the four seasons hotel now vegas officials are estimating that over a quarter million people will 
be here to celebrate but unlike other cities vegas does not have plans for the events on the strip because 
there is plenty of top name entertainment right inside the hotels barbra streisand elton john bette midler and 
the gentleman sitting next to me he is mr las vegas himself mr wayne newton who will be performing at his 
new home the stardust hotel this very evening welcome to our little party in this guy thank you lauren this is 
beautiful and a beautiful shot of our town just incredible now wayne just signed a 250 million dollar 10-year 
deal the first question i should do is ask him for a loan but i won't but my wife went shopping last week so it's 
probably the whole thing wayne come midnight this evening what are you gonna be singing i'm going to be 
singing online sign we actually start our our show around 10 30 and that will actually be a short show for me 
uh so we'll come right off at midnight and let everybody party and we'll do the same i was very surprised that 
nothing is really planned in the streets entertainment wise for the people at the block party do you think that's 
because of security issues i believe it is and i know that we've been terribly inundated with a lot of rumors 


some faults maybe some not and i think that the city planners just felt it was best for safety purposes not to 
do that now you came here as a kid 15 years old how have your audiences changed oh i thought it was one 
year ago maybe it is me take i was never very good at math uh how they changed uh it's changed 
tremendously we've become a great town of conventions uh the town used usually started to jump at 
midnight and go to six in the morning and now you can't find a restaurant open after one o'clock in the 
morning every night is new year's wayne newton thanks so much happiness great pleasure you too okay and 
now back to frank and joy not a bad place to be no not a bad deal that wayne didn't got either more coverage 
ahead when we uh come back we're coming up up 15 minutes now to the top of the hour 
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15 minutes now to the top of the hour and to the top of the celebrations in london and in greenwich as well 
that's right and we're going to leave you with a picture of new york new york one heck of a town in this world 
timing is everything same goes for this world watch cnn's money line for the knowledge you need to decide 
when to jump in [Music] on a millennium 2000 special miles o'brien and john zarrella shoot for the stars with 
a look at the future of space exploration on the network of the millennium cnn how do you measure success 
presenting i choice for morgan stanley dean winter a dynamic new financial program that lets you achieve 
your success your way how do you measure success at morgan stanley dean witter we measure success 
one investor at a time on a millennium 2000 roundtable discussion jeff greenfield and walter isaacson talk to 
the experts on how the media will impact our lives from the internet and the future of tv to the latest computer 
gadgets all on the network of the millennium cnn monday on cnn's larry king live what a way to kick off the 
year 2000. monday in her first live primetime interview monica lewinsky will be larry's special guest that's 
monday nine eastern on cnn america prepares for the first election of the new millennium the faces issues 
and ideas that will change the american political landscape and the balance of power only one network will 
provide the depth of 
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network will provide the depth of program covering the live breaking story with the most experienced team of 
journalists ever assembled on television and online america's campaign headquarters for election 2000 is 
cnn where does time begin where does the millennium begin oh you're asking all those existential questions 
as we go into the new century this is not an existential question this is a question that the folks in london 
along the thames river are pretty convinced it begins right where they are greenwich mean time mean time 
just about 12 minutes away now as we move in on midnight in london and at greenwich and we're going to 
move in on christian amanpour who is there monitoring events and something going to happen in just the 
next few minutes christiane yes indeed and according to britain time does begin here greenwich mean time 
for the more than a hundred years has been the standard of universal time on our planet every other country 
just about has its time pegged to greenwich mean time now in the few moments the official opening of the 
dome will happen the queen will get up and do an opening ceremony supported by eight children we 
understand and then there will be a series of songs and anthems and performances aerial acrobatics and the 
like uh until the midnight chimes and then of course we'll hear from big ben further up the river and then the 
pyrotechnics start britain has built this celebration as the biggest celebration in the world uh for the 
millennium it has worked really hard to get this millennium dome ready on time and it just about made it there 
you can see uh the queen sitting with prince philip her consort and to her other side was the prime minister 
tony blair and his wife cherie blair she's getting up now also the queen's daughter known as the princess 
royal this now marks the official opening of 
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this now marks the official opening of the dome as you see there are eight children who will support her and 
join in this opening ceremony the queen already has been doing a number of things before she got to the 
dome on her private barge just before that she lit the london beacon which is part of a whole millennium 
beacon where flames and torches all over the length and breadth of the british isles have been lit to 


commemorate the millennium and before that she was at prayer at southwark cathedral on the river and she 
also visited a homeless shelter part of her observations of this millennium ever there we go you can see the 
children have been tugging on the poles that support all this fabric and that fabric has encircled the main 
arena and closed it off from the rest of the outer part of the interior of the millennium dome and now you can 
see all the exhibitions what they call the zones around the outside there are 14 exhibition zones inside the 
millennium which is meant to give visitors a taste of what life and technology and communications and health 
and education will be like in the next millennium they have already been anthems and songs and 
performances the rock anthem that was chosen to commemorate the millennium inside the dome 
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dome was all you need is love the famous song by the beatles it's worth remembering perhaps that the 
beatles former lead guitarist george harrison was attacked at his home yesterday and is said to be 
recovering in hospital [Music] well [Music] as we watch these live pictures what's happening is that there is a 
millennium resolution called a new beginning which is music that has been commissioned specifically for this 
event and later there'll be another version of the national anthem a new version frank and joey cnn's chris 
john amanpour and so much more still ahead we'll be right back [Music] tonight on the emmy award-winning 
larry king live larry welcomes the dalai lama and the reverend billy graham center that's tonight nine eastern 
on cnn [Music] nothing brightens your child's day like their favorite songs now time life music brings you a 
new collection 100 best loved kids songs for just 24.99 imagine owning every one of your children's favorite 
songs all in one collection [Music] 
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you'll get all their favorite playtime [Music] songs [Music] 100 kids on four cds or four cassettes for just 24.99 
100 kids songs if you're not completely satisfied time life will refund every penny of your purchase price 
[Music] to order 100 kids call 1-800-419-6655 or send 24.99 for four cds or four cassettes plus 4.99 shipping 
and handling to 100 kid songs department one richmond virginia 23280 celebrating the new millennium this 
is cnn the united kingdom welcomes a new century and a new millennium in less than five minutes cnn's 
worldwide coverage of new year's observances takes you this hour to the united kingdom including live 
reports from several british venues in scotland they're calling it a change from the age of iron to the age of 
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from the age of iron to the age of uncertainty and they'll celebrate by throwing a half ton of molten iron into 
the sea from the river thames to the millennium dump england is taking a claim as the world capital of time 
some serious pyrotechnics in scotland where they boast the uk's biggest fireworks display and the island of 
glaciers and geysers iceland springs into a new era as cnn's coverage of millennium 2000 continues right 
now [Music] foreign cnn's coverage this hour begins at greenwich under the biggest dome in all the world this 
is it the millennium dome created especially for this particular occasion as well as sitting right along the 
thames river where the celebration continues many of the folks from london gathered along the river's banks 
in just about three and a half minutes they will ring out the old century in the united kingdom a century that 
has seen enormous change in this country there a picture of big ben you'll be hearing that century that's 
seen the great war and the empire dominant and then diminished the blitz and the beatles the troubles in 
northern ireland and now hopes for peace in northern ireland amazing change there as elsewhere with uh 
just about three minutes to midnight in london cnn's christian amanpour who's outside the millennium dome 
joins us now christian what do you see there the great excitement building i suppose well you can see from 
the pictures all over england and london that the excitement is building there have been millions of people 
now we're told are down by the river 
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now we're told are down by the river in london and also all over england you mentioned scotland earlier 
scotland is traditionally the home of one of the best uh new year's eve parties in the world and they are 
determined to have a great party this year as well and also in wales and northern ireland and all over the 
british isles the end of this millennium comes at a time when british isles has more devolved government 
than any time in its history scotland and wales have got more and more autonomous and more and more 
independence from the central government here and in northern ireland it's a particularly poignant time 
because the j managed to scrape by at the end of this century with a peace deal that will hopefully put them 
into the 21st century on a different footing after 30 years of what they euphemistically called in northern 
ireland the troubles now britain where the british isles considers itself the standard of world time of universal 
time we've been talking a lot throughout this day about how greenwich mean time was chosen the greenwich 
meridian goes right through britain france north africa and all the way down from to the antarctic it essentially 
joins the north to the south pole and people who are different nationalities different religions different cultures 
are all set to the same time and are all celebrating at this precise moment as we get closer people will start 
the countdown we're looking right now at trafalgar square traditionally the british party zone on new year's 
eve they were going to freeze trafalgar square and make it into a giant skating rink for the evening but that 
proved too difficult and too expensive nonetheless you can see that people are crowding into trafalgar 
square as they also are along the banks of the river great street parties have been held in london along the 
banks of the river thames and the people there obviously hope that their patients will pay off because this is 
the site of what has been billed as the greatest pyrotechnics of the world's millennium celebrations 
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of the world's millennium celebrations there will be what is Known as a river of fire the illusion of a fire wall 
racing up the thames at the speed of sound there will also be a 15 minute millennium spectacular fireworks 
let's listen as we head into the countdown [Music] man [Music] um [Music] 
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foreign [Music] [Applause] me 
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[Music] 
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[Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] i think it's midnight in london i think they have made the point if you 
had any doubt that this is the longest and largest fireworks demonstration you have ever seen let us assure 
you that this in fact is the case in fact they claim that this is such a elaborate demonstration of the 
pyrotechnic power of the british that you would be able to see this from 
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that you would be able to see this from space if you had been in space to watch all this it's 39 tons of 
fireworks all operated by remote control and you could see on the river thames they'd put them out on the 
barges for safety and then let them buy remote control so this has gone on 15 plus minutes there were 16 
barges up and down the thames and the light show as you can still see remnants of that and i actually 
believe it that you might have been able to see this from space i think i can understand that also want to note 
here that you did see earlier a few minutes ago in our coverage some pictures of the inside of big ben i just 
want to note that because this is the first time ever that the authorities have allowed a camera to be placed 
inside this important clock inside big ben so that we were able to see the challenge we're going to go to 
christian just a moment one serious note though though now that is now 12 uh 17 minutes past midnight 
there as you see on big ben it's also 17 minutes past midnight greenwich mean time now this is important 
and we're going to be telling you some more about this in the minutes ahead because of all those embedded 


computer chips around the world global positioning systems here in the united states the weather service 
nasa the uh positioning that that deals with air airline safety and navigation all of these are tied to exactly to 
greenwich mean time if there were to be a problem we would start to see it and hear about it so we'll be 
listening very closely for that 2000 in london happy new year happy new year to all and happy new year to 
cnn's christian amanpour who is at greenwich at the millennium dome if she can still hear us after all those 
pyrotechnics christian are you there absolutely it's hard to hear i don't even know what exactly we are 
hearing the continued raw it sounds of fireworks and things going off we heard gun salutes we heard a 
special anthem where people were singing and music scores to these fireworks and we saw the incredulous 
fascinated looks of the people as the cameras cut away to 
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of the people as the cameras cut away to them as they were watching this unbelievable display of fireworks 
the british promised that it was going to be the biggest and the longest and the best and it appears that 
certainly it was the longest it's a little misty so i'm not sure how clearly it came across on television but from 
here it was unbelievable and it's not just down uh near the the big ben and the tower bridge and vauxhall 
bridge but also all down the river we saw it uh we saw the fireworks over the dome here and inside the dome 
at the same time we saw the acrobatics and the dancing and the music and the aerial ballets and we also 
saw the fairly hilarious spectacle of the prime minister and prince philip grabbing the queen's hands and 
joining hands and pumping hands as they all sang the traditional old langs ein now we're inside the dome 
again we're continuing to watch the musical performances we're meant to and maybe this is the new version 
of the national anthem everybody's standing let's listen there is meant to be a new arrangement by british 
composer jonathan dove of the national anthem of god save the queen sometime as this celebration inside 
the dome wraps up but it is extraordinary as we watch now the millennium according to the british officially 
take place since greenwich mean time has now made the midnight hour it is extraordinary to think that over 
the past 24 hours we've watched for the first time in the history of our planet all peoples of the world different 
nationalities different cultures different religions celebrate the same event joey frank christiana i do think that 
that we did see the singer ruby jones singing the new version uh the modified version of god save the 
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uh the modified version of god save the queen there you might have had trouble hearing it with all the noise 
uh where you are chris johnson and chris burns he's also on hand on the river tabs in the crowd and chris i'm 
sure the bubbly and the excitement has flowed through that crowd around you well certainly this this 
performance this heavenly performance really just blew everybody away here and with each volley there 
were people who were cheering and cheering and screaming it's quite amazing uh 40 000 different 
projectiles who were shot up over 15 minutes uh i was constantly looking for this uh this river of fire that they 
were talking about i guess you could take that with a bit of poetic license but it truly was a mind blower i've 
never seen a fire firework display like that and of course this tops off incredible day where london 
inaugurated uh prime minister tony blair inaugurated the new wheel the new ferris wheel here the london eye 
a 40 450 foot uh a 450 foot wheel about 40 stories tall that will be after a couple of glitches are fixed will be 
operational sometime later this month and uh earlier in the day there were beacons that were lit especially 
the largest one by queen elizabeth ii on her way to the dome and as we see now the people are still reveling 
the the party goes on uh there are 50 different bands that are playing over 12 hours right into the new 
millennium in four different sites up and down this four mile stretch of the thames where officials uh here are 
telling me that this is the biggest celebration on the thames since ve day that being more than 50 years ago 
the end of world war ii it's quite an amazing spirit here all along the thames thames as well as on the thames 
itself in a number of uh party boats that are going flying the river up and down uh that we're watching the 
fireworks just as we were it was quite an amazing sight and as i say it 
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quite an amazing sight and as i say it does continue uh there's no no idea how long these people are going 
to be staying here but it truly is packed uh police had been blocking off some side roads side streets to 
prevent people from being crushed along the river it was so incredibly crowded i tried to walk around and it 
was quite a struggle so these people are quite a lot of brave people here and they but they really uh it was 
certainly worth the wait worth the the toil to get here because this was the most amazing fireworks uh uh 
display that uh certainly i have ever seen in my life chris burns for us on the river thames in amongst the 
crowds so much for the reserve of the english and the party continues our coverage will continue when we 
come back we're going to take you around the world with some more reports we're going to tell you 
something else what's been happening very briefly today tell you so far so good on the y2k watch right now 
of course as frank noted earlier the greenwich mean time the all-important standard of time the important 
standard time for computers to the world through all sorts of devices officials through the world and in this 
country watching very closely to see what's happened now that it's 24 minutes after midnight and we'll be 
back cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is sponsored by shiseido shiseido wishes you a happy 
millennium [Music] a hundred years pass and shiseido's ruby red liquid the one that caressed the faces of 
japanese women for so many generations is even more sublime now as it touches the faces of women all 
over the world in this new century this era that empowers a woman to live life to the fullest and help create a 
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life to the fullest and help create a more beautiful world gently thoroughly working to create more beautiful 
skin a hundred years pass and time leaves so much less of its mark now on a woman's skin the beauty of 
time gone by and the splendor of things to come are all mixed together in one bottle [Music] from shiseido 
tonight on the emmy award-winning larry king live larry welcomes the dalai lama and the reverend billy 
graham center that's tonight nine eastern on cnn the king brothers separated at birth george king would wind 
up living with a family that subscribed to popular fishing magazines james went to a family that subscribed to 
the wall street journal as the years passed and the boys grew george spent most of his time in front of the 
television watching fishing shows while james read the journal like a sponge absorbing ideas insight and 
getting a real sense of the opportunities surrounding him 28 years later george lives at home with his parents 
while his brother james started a b2b web company got mezzanine financing and went public with a record 
first day pop food for thought especially since you can get 13 weeks of the wall street journal for just 57 cents 
a day that's 25 off the regular subscription subscribe now call 800-249-8500 that's 800-249-8500 the wall 
street journal adventures in capitalism sports tonight with fred and vince 11 eastern on cnn and we've got 
lots more ahead and a lot of news to cover as well this hour that we've lost a little bit in in the coverage of the 
millennium events but we don't want our audience with that that's right we're going to take you to the 
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we're going to take you to the federal administration aviation administration shortly and tell you what is going 
on there but first let's let us give you a couple of other stories more than three hours after moscow rang in the 
year 2000 russia appears to be making a smooth transition to the new millennium and to new leadership in 
the kremlin in a televised new year's eve address president boris yeltsin surprised the nation by announcing 
his resignation he said he was stepping down early because he wanted russia to enter the new millennium 
with new leaders and new energy and he denied his health problems were behind the decision now mr 
yeltsin handed over power to his chosen successor prime minister vladimir putin he's now acting president 
the move expected to strengthen mr putin's advantage in russia's presidential elections now scheduled for 
march 26th now as mr yeltsin left the kremlin mr putin granted him immunity from prosecution a lifetime 
security detail and a pension and he praised his leadership as he made his decision on handover of power 
the president acted in complete compliance with russia's constitution to evaluate to full extent how much this 
person has done for russia will be able we will be able to some time later but already today it is clear that 
russia has gone along the road of democracy and reforms and has been able to assert itself as an 
independent state and this goes to his credit and while uh the world was digesting all of this and russians are 
digesting it many world leaders were quick to credit mr yeltsin with steering russia toward a democracy and a 
free market economy during his eight tumultuous years in office president clinton said mr yeltsin's efforts in 


the dismantling of russia's communist system are his quoting here lasting achievement another major 
developing story on this day the indian air hostage crisis is now over but the united states says it wants 
justice done to the team of hijackers the five muslim militants fled in a bus under a 10-hour deadline set by 
afghanistan's taliban militia to leave the country that deadline appears to have passed with the hijackers 
whereabouts now unknown 
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hijackers whereabouts now unknown also on that bus three muslim militants were freed by the indian 
government in exchange for the 155 hostages from the plane and a taliban member who was included as a 
shield against the group's possible capture as for the freed hostages they arrived today in new delhi some 
were weary of course others exultant after eight harrowing days that included threats of death the state 
department says the hostage's release should not be the end of the matter a spokesman called for the 
eventual prosecution of the hijackers and lots of trepidation along with the celebration today over issues 
relating to y2k so far so good so it seems oil is flowing the financial markets are have been up and running 
and sold over to and past midnight carl rochelle frank the significance of what you're seeing with that red line 
through the map is the fact that all of the nations all the world's air traffic runs on greenwich mean time or 
zulu time as most pilots refer to it and that mark has traveled across that map from your right to your left as 
things have gone forward now the reason that is significant is because right where i am now at the air route 
traffic control center the command center in herndon virginia it's right around 7 30. but in the cockpit of all 
those aircraft it's 30 minutes past midnight whether you are at dulles international airport or at los angeles 
international airport that's the way they keep track of all these aircraft let me show you a couple of more 
screens the one here with white dots on it that's the number of aircraft that are in the air right now 2300 or 
2238 at zulu time seven o'clock local time at midnight zulu time there were 2 415 planes in the air including 
the one that faa administrator jane garvey was on she made a call into this area here a conference call 
between her and rodney slater the secretary of transportation and john koskinen the y2k head and 
essentially this was the message that she said and we're quoting now aviation has reached the year 2000 
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now aviation has reached the year 2000 our aviation system is up running safely and efficiently there are no 
problems here they are fully staffed not only at this facility but at all faa facilities around the country they're 
watching very carefully to make sure there are no computer bugs but at this moment there are none and as 
we said right at the moment 2238 aircraft in the air all going just fine frank carl as you pointed out this is 
rollover time in the cockpit's gmt time but john koskinen in the y2k czar has said that it may not just be a case 
of instant on and off with some of these problems that there could be degradation in some systems over time 
is that also the case with the air traffic control and navigational systems it is one of the things that they are 
looking at very carefully frank and what he is talking about that is a minor glitch may show up in one area and 
not seem to affect anything but could affect another system that affected another and so on as you roll 
downhill and something could come up that's why they are watching so carefully they crossed this was the 
key point because this was actually midnight for the entire system of air traffic around the world but of course 
you know there are dozens and dozens of airplanes in the air at any given time in any part of the world and 
they are watching all those very careful there could be some more but uh at the moment nothing like that 
they're watching for so carl how long will this extra layer of vigilance stay in place they will be in place 
throughout the weekend and into early next week before they actually say okay everything is quiet but it's still 
two or three more days before they're doing this normally this is a very light traffic time and they're very 
heavily manned for a light traffic time they'll have normal staffing but then they'll have that over layer in there 
to keep a careful look on everything to make sure if there are problems they have the personnel and the 
facilities to deal with them carl rochelle at the faa center in herndon virginia thanks very much joey frank of 
course they're not only watching here in the united states but in europe as well watching as the clock rolled 
over through greenwich mean time into the new year frankfurt germany is the center of operations it is the 
center of the busiest airport in europe and cnn's mike hanna is there standing by 
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cnn's mike hanna is there standing by for us now mike what has happened there have there been any 
developments since midnight came and went well joey on the departures board here a whole number of 
planes lined up these are planes that will be taking off in the hours to come at the moment there is no 
intercontinental traffic out of frankfurt airport however it's been a quiet evening a number of nights flights 
have been postponed simply because there were not enough passengers however the good news out of the 
airport here and from air traffic control is that no problems whatsoever have been reported there has been a 
traffic early on in the evening and the planes have been coming and going but the most important point is 
that the control has been reporting to us that there have been no problems that critical time at um of the gmt 
time of 2400 has now passed here we see a captain kraus schrute from lufthansa he's preparing here a 
couple of hours ago this is now at 21 35 gmt that's 22 35 local time he's preparing for a flight to namibia a 
cross-continental flight a flight of some nine hours so he would be flying and up in the air at that moment that 
the um the times change that you had the the clock tick over from the 99 into the double zero the zulu time 
the greenwich mean time zero and we understand here from traffic control that captain shroud is absolutely 
fine no problems on his aircraft whatsoever and this is certainly very very good news indeed and although it 
seems around the world that there have been no major problems associated with the y2k problem it must be 
remembered as well that this has partially because a lot of work has gone into it certainly at airports like 
frankfurt and airports around the world some four years have been spent preparing for this particular minute 
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preparing for this particular minute when that 99 clicked into that zero zero all sorts of tests have been done 
all sorts of systems have been tested not only within one aircraft system itself but within a whole host of 
aircraft systems to make sure that they are incompatible that they link in together because one of the things 
that is absolutely basic to this is that the strongest point in the chain is its weakest link if there was one weak 
link there would be problems all along the chain so certainly it is deeply significant that we have gone now for 
the past 35 minutes have been into a new era the clocks have moved over safely and certainly as far as air 
traffic is concerned it's a very very very encouraging sign air traffic people and y2k experts here do warn 
however that there could be problems as we heard earlier referred to the degradations of the systems these 
may emerge in the hours and days and weeks to come but the critical point is now being passed and 
hopefully we will hear from our lufthansa captain in the next few minutes or the next half hour and certainly 
he will be telling us all about it mike as a matter of fact we have now heard from captain claus chart the 
lufthansa pilot that you were following as he got ready for his flight and captain shurt is on the aircraft right 
now he's made a communication with us by telephone captain shirt we thank you for joining us can you tell 
us roughly where you are how long you've been in the air and whether you've had any trouble yeah we are 
flying now for about three hours and we are over at southern algeria entering legion shortly and everything is 
fine we had our new year's festivities on board already that's just got the campaign they are asleep now 
several of them in the back and everything is fine uh there was uh we didn't notice nothing business as usual 
and also we got a telex from the lufthansa and winduk our destination and they say everything is fine there 
and also we couldn't hear of anything which went wrong this night i i don't mean to be presumptuous here i 
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i i don't mean to be presumptuous here i guess you are flying the aircraft as well is it is there any problem 
with your talking with us on the telephone line while you're flying the plane oh yeah yeah i'm in the back at 
the moment and we are three pilots on the long haul flights and two other pilots are in the front and i'll move 
forward soon and then i get my rest a little bit captain schroeder's frank sesno if i may tell us from sitting 
behind the controls exactly what in particular you were paying most attention to if there was something as 
midnight came and went well we were sure there was nothing on the airplane it could have been our traffic 
control so far and later on uh on our landing uh we have some failures of some instrument learning systems 
but everything works fine there and also on the airports around us and uh it's business as usual really now 
do you think there's going to be anything more to be paying attention to with extra care and attention over the 


next several days or have you passed the test well uh i think uh we are through with it but uh anyway uh 
should because the next days in case something goes wrong i don't mean the airplane tablets are fine but 
some things on the ground still could go wrong like i've already said some third-party teleport links or 
something everything else has been checked by the airlines and it's y2k safe captain claus who is a 
lufthansa pilot calling from his aircraft that he is on board right now he says he's over southern algeria now 
flying uh towards namibia on this aircraft craft this lufthansa aircraft telling us that from his perspective and 
the bird's eye view there everything is going very well y2k safe those are words that a lot of people are going 
to be wanting to hear and are going to be gratified right and we'll be going to another airport los angeles 
airport one of the big ones in the united states lax coming up right here on cnn our continuing coverage of 
cnn's millennium 2000. we'll be right back [Music] 
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[Music] cnn's global coverage of millennium 2000 is brought to you by aflac without it no insurance is 
complete well when i got hurt in this work i thought i had supplemental insurance supplement of insurance 
what's that aflac well even best insurance doesn't give you cash to cover things like loss pay other expenses 
this does what it does i fly you shouldn't ask about it at work really what's it called aflac without it no 
insurance is complete [Music] in any business there can be only one priority at morgan stanley dean witter 
we have never forgotten ours not surprisingly we measure success a little differently when i was a kid i 
dreamed of catching long touchdown passes and hitting home runs but as it turned out my game was soccer 
i'm michelle acres and though afflicted by chronic illness and injury somehow i ended up at the very top the 
world cup and as i stood there on the podium that day i knew in my heart it was my personal relationship with 
god that brought me here and that personal relationship is something that can make everyone's life better 
and more fulfilling if you'd like god to bring meaning and purpose into your life you should read this 
remarkable book it's called power for living its message is so uplifting and full of hope it can give you the kind 
of help that all of us need powerful living is yours free with no risk and no obligation 
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risk and no obligation just by calling 1-800-595-5085 call now for your free copy of power for living let 
powerful living make a difference in your life just the last few minutes here at cnn we've heard from the faa 
center in washington also from a pilot flying over southern algeria and heard so far that everything is going 
well we want to move now to los angeles one of the busiest airports in the united states los angeles 
international airport is usually one of the busiest airports in the united states but not at this hour and not on 
this evening cnn's greg lamotte is there to tell us what is or isn't happening as the case may be greg well it's 
anything but business as usual here at los angeles international airport this is a facility that handles 5 million 
passengers a month 166 000 passengers a day there are 165 takeoffs and landings here per hour but it is 
new year's eve and on any given new year's eve you wouldn't find too many passengers here but this is a 
little ridiculous there is absolutely no one here at least in terms of passengers a little while ago we spoke with 
the folks over at british air to see how they were faring they told us that they normally have a 5 30 flight that 
leaves lax for london that flight is leaving in about an hour or so from now normally they have about 400 
passengers on that plane on the 747 today there will be 40 passengers having free reign of a 747 as they fly 
from lax to london we also checked with them in terms of their computer systems they said they were 
functioning just fine in fact the faa has been working on this for the last two years and the faa says all 565 
airports it regulates are y2k ready planes are flying hank this way dogs are sniffing and security is very tight 
the nation's airports are taking no chances u.s customs officials working with drug and bomb sniffing dogs 
say they have increased manpower 25 percent 
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increased manpower 25 percent as 1999 draws to a close we put extraordinary security precautions uh in 
place at airports to maintain the security of commercial aviation and over a period of years we have 
succeeded in reducing the number of hijackings or attempted sabotage of aircraft as for y2k concerns the faa 


says all 565 airports it regulates are ready including los angeles international with 5 million passengers a 
month and 165 takeoffs and landings per hour lax according to the faa is the world's fourth busiest dallas is 
number one chicago second atlanta third ready as they may be control tower supervisors and airport 
directors will nonetheless be on duty across the nation the clock strikes midnight in their time zones lax like 
most major airports in the u.s has redundant systems for just about every phase of airport operation if power 
goes out in the tower for example there are two backup generators there are numerous backup systems in 
place should there be any computer problems everything from ticketing systems to baggage to ground 
service vehicles have been checked for y2k bugs it appears all that can be done is being done to make sure 
both heaven and earth remain safe for the public there may be more security personnel here than 
passengers today los angeles international airport was identified by city officials as a possible target for 
potential terrorism there are many security agents around the airport today but again very few passengers 
joey frank all right cnn's greg lamott for us at los angeles international airport a quiet airport on this new 
year's z frank but uh certainly a place where they watch very carefully for y2k problems that's right most of 
the nation's airport's actually very quiet and internationally as well and um largely because people are 
staying home largely because people have been cautious and a lot of these flights have 
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cautious and a lot of these flights have been canceled as greg mentioned another greg greg lafave is in palo 
alto at hewlett-packard and they're taking a look at some of the other y2k implications so far so good as 
we've said several times greg on that front what are you hearing and seeing well frank we have to tell you 
that this is apocalypse not we've heard the phrase a number of times today here at the hewlett packard y2k 
command center they've been taking information from their own offices and from the office of the offices of 
their customers around the world these people have positioned themselves in about 100 spots around the 
world in every time zone sometimes in their own hp offices in other parts of the world sometimes in their own 
customers offices they've been receiving calls off and on during the day perhaps the most notable call came 
from singapore and the call was we're really bored not much is happening in fact the call centers into the hp 
offices around the world have received fewer calls than they normally receive on a normal day so what we 
are finding is that largely if the fixes were required for the y2k bug that the fixes have worked in many other 
instances we are hearing that possibly people were simply not operating their machinery today and simply 
choosing to turn it off but by and large the circumstance here is that it is a slow day in y2k land and that 
perhaps is indicative of how this industry has been working for the past several years to solve this earlier 
today the the executives from hewlett-packard were here touring the area and what they were saying was 
that they've been concentrating for about five years on y2k and very briefly the one sentence explanation of 
y2k is old computer programs used the year in just two digits like seven eight seven nine and eighty when we 
came to 2000 they were thinking that that machinery would long since be gone a lot of it is still in place and 
so since then industries like this one have been working to write software so that when 1999 turned to 2000 it 
would go out smoothly and so far today it has we've been 
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and so far today it has we've been through a number of time zones and they've gone virtually without a glitch 
frank back to you greg lamont thanks very much we heard earlier joey that in italy they sent out those phone 
bills and they were phone bills for 1900 i'd like to get one of those i made a little cheaper you might you might 
have spent a little less money in 1900 of course there is though serious concern about the people the 
overuse of certain cell phones for example that might lead to complications at midnight and it's not done yet i 
mean we're coming to midnight uh and time zones in the united states and elsewhere so this is by no means 
done and we have been warned as we've said before that not all y2k problems if they were to occur would 
be instant there might be gradual degradation over several days and when the financial markets come back 
at the beginning of the week people go back to work we'll see we'll see a little bit more of what's going on the 
united states coming up here we're going to go live to the washington mall and we're going to go to times 


square in new york where they get balls ready a big ball [Music] wood leather adrenaline the new lincoln Is 
motor trend car of the year [Music] in any business there can be only one priority at morgan stanley dean 
witter we have never forgotten ours not surprisingly we measure success a little differently 
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[Music] sunday on cnn's late edition the last word in sunday talk the economy in the new millennium i'm wolf 
blitzen former treasury secretary robert rubin and former vice presidential nominee jack kemp talk jobs 
money and markets sunday noon eastern siena long ago when dinosaurs walked the earth there lived a 
young long neck called little foot separated from his family his only hope for survival lay in a faraway place 
called the great valley it would take courage bravery and the help of some new friends to make the difficult 
journey the journey through the land before time cartoon network's cartoon theater presents the land before 
time saturday at seven on cartoon network biggest party in the united states on this new year's eve is in new 
york city at times square that's where cnn's fred hickman is also standing by and the party spirit has begun 
there fred what are you seeing well uh joey i can tell you one thing it is an absolute sea of humanity out here 
at times square people everywhere you look i know the estimates have come in at there being about a half 
million people at any one given time here in the particular blocked off area between 6th and 8th avenues and 
between 34th and 59th street here in midtown manhattan but i'm estimating that we're at least going to 
approach that two million uh estimate that we've heard of so far of course uh the people have been here 
since dawn since before dawn as the celebration uh takes into account every time zone as it passes into the 
new millennium and i actually talked to a guy downstairs who's been here since seven o'clock this morning 
the weather was cooperating the people have been incredibly nice and that's due to in large part to operation 
archangel which is a police operation put on by the nypd in conjunction with federal authorities as of this time 
there have been 
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as of this time there have been none no zero arrests out here so everything's going along pretty well but right 
now with about a half million of his closest friends is my close colleague downstairs uh gary tuckman and 
we'll talk to him a little bit later on but right now let's get it back to you in atlanta all right cnn's fred hickman 
who's at times square enjoying the party there frank and enjoying the party in washington or the soon-to-be 
party wolf blitzer on the mall and wolf there you see a great picture of the lincoln memorial back behind you 
well there's going to be a spectacular performance coming up in a little while president of the united states 
the first lady they're coming over with guests that have been invited they're having dinner right now at the 
white house a black tie dinner they'll be over here very soon for a concert that will smith will be emceeing 
there's going to be a movie that steven spielberg has produced an 18-minute movie entitled the unfinished 
journey he's going to be looking back on what was accomplished this century what is still left to do the overall 
theme of this this millennium moment here at the washington mall is remembering the past and imagining the 
future people are gathering they're coming in this is probably the safest area in washington right now 
because there's a huge area that has been cordoned off in order to get close to this washington mall and the 
reflecting pool the lincoln memorial the washington monument this whole area you have to go through metal 
detectors so it's very very secure the weather is pleasant so the crowd probably will be a little bit bigger than 
a lot of people had anticipated and there's also no doubt that there's going to be a huge spectacular 
fireworks display at around midnight that a lot of people will want to see in fact people are suggesting it's 
going to rival the bicentennial fireworks the light and sound show that occurred then so there's going to be a 
huge celebration here in washington right now at the white house people are still uh at that dinner about a 
hundred guests the president and the first lady of invited people have been going through the receiving lines 
muhammad ali elizabeth taylor jack nicholson a lot of well-known performers a lot of 
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a lot of well-known performers a lot of artists neil simon edward albee they'll all be coming over here for this 
concert this light show that's going to be taking place later this evening frank we're on the mall we'll be back 
to you there's much more to come bernie and judy uh are going to be sitting in our good colleagues out of 
this yeah frank says no it has been a great pleasure being with you this year it's been a great deal fun i'm 
joey chen we're going to leave you this hour with some of the views that we've seen over the past four hours 
starting off in moscow moving through the middle east and all the way through central europe as the new 
millennium has dawned across that region and across cnn's millennium 2000 coverage please stay with us 
for more happy new year [Applause] foreign [Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] 
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so [Music] [Applause] on a millennium 2000 special garrett gutley takes a look at the possibilities for the 
future with guests faith popcorn and watts wacker only on cnn this beautiful little girl is annie she lives with 
her family overseas in this horrible slum annie's parents are so poor they can't even afford a decent pair of 
shoes to protect her feet from these rocky filthy streets hello i'm alter copping for children international please 
call the number on your screen now we'll send you this free no obligation information kit with a photo and 
family history of a little boy or girl who needs you you'll learn how you can change the life of one special child 
overseas like annie then if you decide to become 
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like annie then if you decide to become a sponsor your monthly gift is only twelve dollars your twelve dollars 
will help provide medical care clothing food essentials she may need for school and more but remember 
there is no obligation and the information kit is absolutely free so please call now call 1-800-225-3300 that's 
1-800-225-3300 thousands of homeowners are already saving hundreds of dollars a month thanks to 
advanta national bank could ivana help you just answer the following three questions one do you own your 
home two could you use up to fifty thousand dollars or more and three would you like to receive your money 
in as little as 10 days if you said yes to these three questions call advanta right now simply tell them a little bit 
more about yourself and in less than five minutes you could be pre-qualified for a loan even if your credit is 
less than perfect then in as little as 10 days you'll have your money how much up to 50 000 or more with 
advanta national bank it's never been easier or more convenient for you to get the money you need and save 
hundreds of dollars every month why wait call today to get the money you need and maybe even a tax 
deduction call advance at 1-800-633-6077 that's 1-800-633-6077 call now celebrating the new millennium 
this is cnn the new millennium is sweeping from europe and africa across the atlantic ocean toward the 
americas cnn's millennium coverage looks back and looks ahead as the 2000 timeline sweeps another 
thousand miles westward portugal's azore islands and the tiny nation of cap their off 
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the tiny nation of cap their off africa marked the new millennium this hour we'll look at how new year arrived 
and where it's headed as cnn's coverage of millennium 2000 continues right now [Music] foreign in london 
they are still 
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